
Southport Forestry Committee Minutes
Regular Meeting – September 10, 2024  5:00 PM

[bookmark: _GoBack]Fred called the meeting to order at 5pm.  In attendance were:   Roxie Smith, Fred Fiss, Mark Gooding, Bif Bream, Dina Rousset, , Marianne Huntley,  Michael McGee, Karen Mosteller and Mo Meehan.   Scott Len, Heather Koss, Jerry Donaldson were absent.
Minutes of the August meeting were unanimously approved.
· Old/Recurring Business:
· Ordinance/Permits/City topics – Mo- nothing to report with tree permitting.

· Mark reported that he and HP will be looking at a tree at 119 N Atlantic (N Atlantic & Nash).  He also noted that he had spent some time looking at trees with Scott with the goal of Scott relaying some of his experience with tress in our area, reactions to stresses and removals.

· Franklin Square Park:  some resources previously directed at preventative fall pruning will be directed this year to the Park   Any issues you see that need attention should be brought to attention of Public Services. 

Some cabling work has been completed and lightning rods placed.  Consent agenda for next Board of Alderman’s meeting includes allocating $40,000 to Bartlett for the next stage of the work.

· Committee discussed undertaking some pruning together with Beautification Committee and Garden Club as has been done in past.  Date was tentatively set for October 12th and October 19th.  Scott will open with a brief demonstration of how to properly prune, Forestry members will bring pruning equipment and public service will pick up debris after the pruning.  

· Scott spoke with Andy Pleninger and they are rescheduling the survey/measurement of the Cemetery trees.


· Measurement of the City ROW trees for entry into Live Oak Society to be scheduled soon.

· It was noted that the recent fertilization of the Garrison tree may be helping as appearance has improved.

· Committee was brought up to date on recent penalty assessed of $25,00 for clear cutting prior to building permit at Bussells Turn.

· Annual tree planting – 1 site identified.  Please send any ideas of places to plant to Scott or bring to next meeting.

· Call Before you Dig  -  design and distribution plan approved

Meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm

Next Regular meeting is Friday, October 11, 2024         ITMH 

