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Adda little bit of body textA Community Update from
Mayor J.P. Hatem, MD, MPH

   January 2023 in Southport, in this new year, I bring
with me the optimism of a young President, John F.
Kennedy, who challenged our nation, our scientists and
universities, towards expanding the limits of our world,
his emphasis on space exploration and landing a man
on the moon and returning him safely to earth, but it
was more than this. President Kennedy recommended

increasing the use and development of satellites for world-wide
communication and also increase funding to utilize satellite technology to
establish a system for world-wide weather observation. These are the
foundations on which our nation has built the greatest technological
advances in the world—from cell phones to advances in every discipline—
from engineering to entertainment, from medicine to machines. 
    I challenge every citizen of Southport to join me on this journey in 2023
where the goals for our city may not be as lofty as JFK’s in the 1960s but
are equally as important such as Waterfront Stabilization and Erosion
Control. This project will protect our waterfront which is not only for our
city but for our state and our nation with respect to the thousands of
tourists who visit Southport each year and will help to protect the
environment for decades to come as well as preserve the economic
viability of the Yacht Basin. The City has five million dollars as partial
funding from the legislature and will continue to obtain funds to complete
this important project. 
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A Community Update from the Mayor
Continued

     Regionalization of Waste Water Treatment with Brunswick County which includes an
upgrade of this infrastructure, replacing pipes, and pump stations, improving the efficiency
and reducing infiltration and inflow - a discussion I began in November of 2019 with the
engineering firm of Hazen and Sawyer as a continuation of my recommendation for the city
to regionalize the sewer system and not build its own plant. We are making progress in this
regard. We set out goals, we give staff direction, and allow them to do their work. We hire
lawyers to review contracts, hire engineers for their expertise, and we apply for funding from
ALL sources available from grants to legislative endeavors in order to achieve these goals.
These are two of the largest projects, requiring millions of dollars. I believe we should
prioritize strategically, set our goals, and work together toward success. We have many more
infrastructure projects to tackle - repair roads, including pot holes, a city wide solution to
storm water, burying power lines, and developing a more resilient electrical grid, the list
continues, but there are four basic principles that will help to guide us as we choose and
work towards these and other lofty goals: Public Health and Safety initiatives that protect the
health of our citizens, our city, our environment, clean water, clean air, our economic
endeavors; Historic Preservation of our city and protection and preservation of our unique
neighborhoods, parks and cemeteries; Enhancement of the Quality of Life and the
preservation of the Human Spirit of our citizens and all who visit our great city; A vibrant and
robust city government that is proactive and responsive to the needs of our citizens and city.
One of the most important decisions our city will make is the hiring of a permanent City
Manager. We have been fortunate to have Bonnie Therrien as our interim manager, but it is
time for the Board of Aldermen to make the most important decision of 2023 and I plan to
lead this effort in hiring a manager that will be living and working in Southport and who
wants to be a part of making a difference in Southport for the remainder of this third decade
of the 21st Century. 
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Meet... Maureen "Mo" Meehan
City Planner

     Maureen Meehan or as many know me, Mo – City Planner. I’ve
been with the city for 3 months. 
     I grew up in southern Ohio knowing I wanted to work in coastal
NC after years of vacations on the Outer Banks. I started my journey
by attending UNCW and never looked back…until I went back to the
Ohio State University where I got my Master of City and Regional
Planning degree. I was a Senior Planner in Monroe County, FL until I
was offered a position as a District Planner with the Division of
Coastal Management in Morehead City. I lived in Beaufort, NC with
my 2 dogs until one day my sister called me with an intriguing offer. 

     Since 2015, when I got that call, I have been a resident of Southport. I took a leap of
faith and changed careers to manage my family’s business, Lantana’s Gallery! I may have
changed careers, but planning has always been in my blood and I joined the Planning Board
in 2019. I was excited to see the new planning position open and knew I had to apply. The
rest is history. 
     When I’m not working, we like to cruise up and down the ICW taking in the sights of
Southport from the water. If we can’t get the boat out, finding a place to watch the sunset
over the water is a perfect way to end the day. To me Southport is home. 
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Southport Forestry Committee
The Longleaf Yellow Pine: Petty Royalty of the Forest
    The crown for the most admired southern tree is usually bestowed
upon the live oak (Quercus virginiana). It is hard to contest its regal
status given its longevity, beautiful shape especially when several
decades old, and its importance both for shade, soil hydrology, and
carbon storage.

     But another magnificent southern tree clearly can claim to sit just beneath the throne: the
longleaf yellow pine (Pinus palustris). Its native range originally extended from far eastern
Texas through the coastal regions of southern states up to North Carolina as far as the
Virginia border. This pine can live well over 400 years. Sadly, fewer people nowadays are
aware of the environmental importance of the longleaf pine, often because they live in
areas where forests of yellow pine are long gone.
     Of its native range a few hundred years ago, only about
three percent of the extensive stands of longleaf pine remain.
These remnant stands are often in protected areas, such as the
Green Swamp in Brunswick county in far southeast North
Carolina. However, other isolated stands of longleaf exist in
other areas, including a few hundred acres in Southport, North
Carolina. There are also significant stands in the North Carolina
Sand Hills.
     Longleaf pine was so economically desirable that
uncontrolled logging decimated hundreds of thousands of
acres over the last few centuries. Longleaf pine was coveted
 for the best pine pitch (the origin of the term “Tarheel”) and ship masts, and its virtues as a
furniture and flooring wood were regarded as nearly as desirable as hardwoods such as
black walnut and some species of maple. Even its needles are avidly sought for garden
mulch.
     Longleaf pine, unlike several other pines, requires fire to periodically clear undergrowth to
expose mineral-based soils. Without fire, its seeds cannot germinate in leaf litter. Longleaf
pine survives rapidly moving underbrush fires; even the saplings are strongly fire-resistant
when quite young. In contrast to most other pines, longleaf pine also grows with almost all
trees approximately the same age. Without frequent clearing where seeds can sprout under
full sun, dense longleaf pine forests do not replenish themselves.
     Longleaf pine is notoriously difficult to transplant, even as relatively small seedlings,
because of the deep taproot. Mature longleaf trees can have taproots almost the diameter
of the trunk and up to 15 feet deep. Accordingly, almost all longleaf pine trees that you will
see, younger and older, have been generated from seeds.
     Unfortunately, well-intentioned but seriously misguided policies of vigilant fire
suppression undermined the potential for longleaf pine restoration, as well as preservation
and enhancement of the crucially important ecology of longleaf stands. Fire suppression
transforms what were once open savanna–woodland ecosystems into closed-canopy forests,
with reduced floral and faunal species richness, as well as heavy accumulations of surface
fuel. This, in turn, compromises the survival of several species of both plants and animals that
rely on periodic fires to maintain healthy longleaf ecosystems. In the past, sporadic lightning 
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The Longleaf Yellow Pine: Petty Royalty of the Forest
Continued

strikes were a major source of these important fires.
     It is usually not recognized that, outside of the tropics, one of the species-richest
understory plant and animal communities in the U.S. are longleaf pine forests subjected to
frequent, controlled fires. One of the species that prosper with frequently controlled burning
is the small gopher tortoise (Gopherus Polyphemus), the only land tortoise in our country. It
gets its name from its habit of burrowing underground, a strategy that protects it from
rapidly moving understory wildfires.
     In turn, eastern indigo snakes, gopher frogs, pine snakes, and hundreds of other animal
species critically rely on gopher tortoise burrows for shelter and protection from predators.
When longleaf pine forests are not periodically renewed by controlled fires, gopher tortoises
disappear. Accordingly, their dramatic reduction in numbers triggers a cascading species
collapse of other animals. The gopher tortoise has been listed as a threatened species since
1987.
     Another animal that depends almost exclusively
on longleaf yellow pine for food and nesting is the
endangered red-cockaded woodpecker (Picoides
Borealis), a keystone species of what is left of the
longleaf pine forests. (You would be hard-put,
however, to identify this robin-sized woodpecker
from its name. The red cockade is an almost invisible,
tiny spot of red on the upper back left and right sides
of this woodpecker’s head, and it is missing from
 immature birds and females.) This woodpecker is often not recognized because it not only
is mistaken for other species but also because it is now exceedingly rare, with an estimated
12,500 individuals very thinly distributed throughout several southern states. It has been
listed as endangered since 1970.

     The red-cockaded woodpecker strongly prefers and depends on 
longleaf pine stands with frequently cleared understory growth for both
food and nesting, although it occasionally has been seen in other pine
forests, such as loblolly, slash, and pitch species. Compared with the
gopher tortoise, this species of woodpecker has even a narrower
ecological niche because it will not nest in longleaf pine until trees are
at least 60 to 100 years old, so even young stands only a few decades
old are avoided.
     Why such a strong preference for longleaf pine? Uniquely, the red-
cockaded woodpecker nests not in dead trees or in the dead limbs of
trees as do other woodpecker species, but in living trees. Nesting
cavities are dug by females in areas of living trees by seeking softer,
isolated spots of wood infected with a red fungus. Red-cockaded
woodpeckers also remove the bark immediately surrounding the 

excavated nesting cavity to produce spots of pine resin. The sticky pine resin deters
predators, especially rat snakes, from invading the nests and eating both eggs and
hatchlings.
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The Longleaf Yellow Pine: Petty Royalty of the Forest
Continued

     North Carolina has no environmental regulations of any kind protecting longleaf pine
from logging, including removal by developers. In clearing spaces for residential or business
development, developers either clearcut the acreage they own or select “specimen” trees
as a nominal gesture towards conservation. These concessions have no environmentally
defensible basis or benefits. The resulting logging further ravages the few remaining
longleaf stands and kills or exiles vulnerable species of animals and plants such as the red-
headed woodpecker that essentially live symbiotically with healthy stands of yellow pine.
     Look for longleaf pine the next time you take a walk or drive in our area. There is, for
example, a significant number of longleaf pine trees lining Robert Ruark Drive in Southport.
You also can quickly identify young longleaf pines only a few years old because of their
unique “bottlebrush” appearance before they later develop distinctive trunks topped with a
crown of needles. You can see them sometimes lining highway rights of way where exposed
soils in full sun have fostered seed germination.
     There are several organizations, including some based in North Carolina, that are
dedicated to the restoration, spread, and conservation of longleaf pine. One of these is the
collaborative effort of the non-profit Longleaf Restoration Partners (www.nclongleaf.org).

Gerald A. Donaldson, Ph.D.
October 2022

https://www.nclongleaf.org/
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Caswell Avenue Community Garden
MEET THE MEMBER:  Keren Boyen

     We all know how it is with large groups of people. While
everyone participates, there is always that core group who
takes it all on, who roll up their sleeves and just get it done.
Our community garden is no exception and Keren Boyen,
Kerrie to her friends, is one of those people. Thank goodness! 
     Kerrie, a Certified Health Coach, came to Southport from
Charlotte. She often travels back and forth as she still has
business interests there and many, many friends. She
combines her knowledge of a healthy lifestyle with her love
of gardening in our community garden. “I’m mostly interested
in nutritious cruciferous vegetables in my garden plot,” says
Kerrie. “I do seasonal plantings and use milk jug greenhouses
to get a jump start on the growing season.”  She has also
been known to just take a bag of raised bed medium, rip it
open, and drop in seedlings.

     Our garden is located on Caswell Avenue behind the
Southport Campus of Brunswick Community College. Come by
and see us. If the gate is open come on in and chat with a
gardener and have a look around at the 40+ garden beds.  Find
us on Facebook @ Caswell Avenue Community Garden of
Southport, NC:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/483761655007537 

     But Kerrie also gardens at home. “I have what I call my Lunchtime Garden out my back
door,” she says, “I grow lettuce, cilantro, cherry tomatoes, and peppers - items I can use to
make a quick meal.” She also shares that she has had no luck at all in Southport with full-
sized tomatoes. That’s a problem most of us gardeners share but we keep trying!
     Kerrie’s primary responsibility in the community garden is to head up our
Share Garden. She has a team of eight gardeners who take turns planting,
watering, harvesting, and delivering the produce. They meet once a week
to gather up what is ready to go. It is weighed and recorded so she can
track how the garden is doing. Produce is delivered to people who
otherwise don’t have access to fresh veggies. This includes folks who had
garden plots for a very long time but are no longer physically able to
garden anymore.  Their early contribution to our garden is still much
appreciated.
     From enhancing the Pollinator Garden to periodic garden clean-up to 
wreath making for our front gate to watering another gardener’s plot while they’re away, “It’s
all about Community,” says Kerrie, “engaging with like-minded people, growing organic food
locally, reducing our impact on the environment and working together to make it happen.”
Kerrie has made many friends in the garden. For the rest of us, it’s like she has been here all
along. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/483761655007537
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Lifelong Learning for Better Living
with Brunswick Community College 

    In 2020 and 2021, Brunswick Community College (BCC) was named the
No. 1 community college in the nation. This is a huge accomplishment
considering it’s the youngest of all North Carolina community colleges. It is
led by an impressive Board of Trustees and an Administration headed by
Dr. Gene Smith, President. We’re fortunate that the BCC leadership
convinced Dr. Barbara McFall, a former professor, and department head
at West Virginia University, to accept a 10-year commitment to develop
and direct the Brunswick Community College, Southport Campus known
as the Southport Center for Creativity.  

    Southport has a reputation as an Arts Town. It’s a central feature of
our cultural identity. On the first Friday of each month, art galleries
team up to promote a Gallery Walk. The public is welcome to browse,
shop, and enjoy an appetizer and beverage. Admission is free. Folks
come from all over to attend. But from where does all this wonderful
art come?  
     Perhaps you’ve always wanted to learn quilt making or how to
paint. Maybe wood turning or photography interests you. From
Creative Writing to Pottery to Beginning Guitar, there is something for
everyone and the list keeps growing. “Over 50 classes are offered at
the Southport Center,” says Dr. McFall, “and with additional funding,
we can complete the school renovation and offer many, many more.”   

   You might be wondering who teaches these classes. In most cases,
instructors are professional artists who have made their homes in and
around the Southport area. They have retired here and are also looking for
productive and fun use of their time and talents. Some see it as a way of
giving back and furthering their legacy. Many have been recruited by Dr.
McFall directly.  When a potential class is identified, the instructor position is
posted. Often Dr. McFall will visit galleries, speak with proprietors, inviting
artists to apply for the position. For this reason, most instructors are
regionally or nationally known.

   “Pottery classes are the most popular offerings, followed
closely by glass and painting classes”, shares Dr. McFall, “but
as long as there are six students, a class will be held.”She
says it is exciting to see the students grow in their respective
skills and go on to become accomplished artists in their own
right. Many students use their time in class to learn but also
to create products that they consign to sell. 
One student took the Song Writing Class 

and the Recording and Production class and has put out three albums,
getting airplay on Sirius XM and other radio stations around the county. 



        Check out the college’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/BCCSouthportCenter for more information and additional
links.

Want to take a class?  
Brunswick Community College Southport Center

704 N. Lord Street, Southport
(910) 755-6500

email: mcfallb@brunswickcc.edu
A class schedule is available in BCC’s Choices brochure, or online, here.
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Lifelong Learning for Better Living
continued

     BCC exists to serve the needs of its community. Many of Southport’s
residents are looking for that “new thing” in their lives. They have devoted
many years to a career and now it’s time to tap into their creative side.
The Southport Center gives them the place to do it. But you don’t have to
be retired to sign up for a class. More and more, younger students are
enrolling. They recognize the talent of the instructors, realizing that this
level of mentorship is priceless!

https://www.facebook.com/BCCSouthportCenter/
mailto:mcfallb@brunswickcc.edu
https://issuu.com/brunswickcommunitycollege/docs/2022_2023_catalog-student-handbook_21716c3bb8916a
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How Jabbertown and Sawdust Trail 
Got Their Names

By Foxy Howard
from Brunswick Historical Society Newsletters archive, Feb. 1998 Vol. 38.

     A few years ago, a Southport “native,” who has lived here since about 1988, asked me if I
knew Jabbertown Road and the Sawdust Trail got their names. I didn't but the question
intrigued me, so I began asking around. 
     It seems that Jabbertown Road, or more precisely “Jabbertown,” was the first to receive its
name sometime after The Civil War. No one I talked to could put a date to it, but most of my
informants agreed that it was probably before the turn of the century. A small black
community had grown up about a mile north of the Smithville town gate. Most of the male
members of the community worked at one of two or three small sawmills a mile or two further
north, or as crew members on the menhaden fleet. 
     Usually "knock-off time" on both jobs was just as dark was falling. They always said they
worked from "can see" to "can't see.” As a rule, both groups arrived home at about the same
time. It is said that the womenfolk of the community gathered nightly in the yard, or on the
porch, of the first house nearest the wagon ruts to await the arrival of their men. Those who
worked as crew members of the fishing fleet were allowed to bring home the fish, other than
the menhaden (or pogies), that had been netted that day. There was usually a large number
of mullets, blues, and a mackerel or two. The wives all gathered to divide these fish so each
family would have a hot supper. The men claimed they could hear their wives and children
jabbering away on the still, night-air long before they reached the turn-off. They, themselves,
adopted the name “Jabber Town,” and the name stuck. Some of the older citizens of
Southport who had relatives who had lived in the community of Jabber Town say that the
residents there had a council and even an informal mayor and that they sometimes talked of
incorporating the fledgling community. This idea seems to have died on the vine as advances
in transportation and more modern roads brought Jabber Town into a closer relationship with
its neighbors in the larger town of Southport. And, finally, Jabbertown became the name of
the road that passed through the former Jabber Town community, with Jabbertown content
to maintain its identity as a suburb of Southport.
     The Sawdust Trail has close ties with Jabber Town, and its name also developed from
references by the citizens of that community to the conditions in the area. About half of the
Jabber Town males, those who didn't work in the menhaden fleet, worked at one of the
nearby sawmills. The trail branching off to the right toward Jabber Town from the ruts leading
on toward present-day Supply was boggy at best and was more likely than not to be just an
elongated mudpuddle for days following a rain.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_KpQhcxs8f9cHpwT3hFa1piNE0/view?resourcekey=0-MdHxfS2Ti1KC-zYHFk5j9A


Please note: This article was re-typed for this publication and was edited for grammar, length, and historical context. 
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How Jabbertown and Sawdust Trail 
Got Their Names

continued
     As at all sawmills of the time, large mounds of sawdust had formed at the various sawmill
sites and all of the workers began filling their empty lunch pails, some even their pockets, at
quitting time with sawdust to dump on the boggy areas to soak up the water. Sometimes
mule-drawn wagons delivering lumber to Southport carpenters would carry tow sacks filled
with sawdust to dump in the worst spots. After several years of this practice, the mud puddles
were wiped out and the whole trail was a foot deep in sawdust hence “The Sawdust Trail" 
     I know how Pete's Camp got its name and the area over at Yaupon Beach known as the
Horsepen. But now a-wondering how the area past the little league park Came to be known
as the Cottages. There used to be a pretty good swimming hole over there, and maybe there
still is, but as far as I know, there were no cottages there. How about Barrow Hill? And
Bowensville out near the ferry landing at Prices Creek. How did those names develop, and
what connection to local lore do they bear? There may be other stories in the making,
especially the Bowensville saga. Who were the Bowens? Was Bowensville a one-family town,
or was there a real settlement with streets and houses? Actually, I have seen the old
foundations of several small houses or cabins out there, but they lay in a haphazard fashion
with no evidence of streets. Bowensville is identified on large-scale maps of Southport that
show that area; but just when did Bowensville exist, and when did it die? think I'll find out!

https://www.southporthistoricalsociety.org/
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JanuaryJanuaryJanuary
Years of Service

Congratulations on achieving this anniversary with us! We know you have worked hard 
for this accomplishment and we truly appreciate your dedication.

Heather Hemphill, 24 years - 1/20/1999 
Director of Parks and RecreationDirector of Parks and Recreation

Paul “Ellie” Pittenger, 20 years - 1/21/2003                
Electric Superintendent, Public ServicesElectric Superintendent, Public Services

Robin Bernard, 9 years - 1/16/2014                
Parks and Recreation DepartmentParks and Recreation Department

Randy Jones, 16 years - 1/1/2007                
Director of Community RelationsDirector of Community Relations

Tanya Shannon, 6 years - 1/31/2017                
Administrative AssistantAdministrative Assistant

Matthew Burgess, 3 years - 1/28/2020                
Detective, City of Southport PoliceDetective, City of Southport Police

Steven Kahn, 3 years - 1/24/2020                
City of Southport Fire DepartmentCity of Southport Fire Department

Anna Thompson, 2 years - 1/30/2021                
City of Southport Fire DepartmentCity of Southport Fire Department

Larry Toler, 2 years - 1/31/2021                
City of Southport Fire DepartmentCity of Southport Fire Department

Ruby Gallagher, 2 years - 1/30/2021                
City of Southport Fire DepartmentCity of Southport Fire Department

Connor Davis, 1 year - 1/11/2022                
Public Services DepartmentPublic Services Department

Kevin Rainey, 1 year - 1/11/2022                
Public Services DepartmentPublic Services Department
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2022 Shop-with-a-Cop Program
     Officers were on hand Saturday, December 17, 9-11 am, to meet and greet some happy
kiddos and families. 152 kids were approved this year, thanks to our gracious donors. 
This is truly a day we look forward to. Community policing at its finest. Chief Coring said it’s
our hope that this experience of shopping for toys alongside Southport’s finest will instill in
each child a positive experience with law enforcement, which will carry into their
adolescence and adulthood.
     We want to thank all those who donate to our Shop with a Cop program all year long
making this possible. We also thank the Southport Walmart Superstore for partnering with us
each year. Special thanks to The Saucy Southerner, for providing us with fresh coffee and
breakfast this morning. 
     Lastly, SPD Officers and Staff, you’re the best! Thanks for making a difference in the eyes
of a child and those we protect and serve. Merry Christmas to all. 

Respectfully,
Chief Todd Coring, City of Southport Police Department
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Unsalted butter, for the baking pan
1 (1-pound) loaf brioche or challah,
thickly sliced and torn into pieces
1 3/4 c. whole milk
1 c. heavy cream
3 large eggs plus 5 egg yolks
1/3 c. granulated sugar
2 tsp. pure vanilla extract
1/2 tsp. kosher salt
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/4 tsp. ground allspice
1/4 tsp. ground ginger

4 tbsp. (1/2 stick) unsalted butter
1 1/2 c. packed light brown sugar
1/2 tsp. kosher salt
2/3 c. heavy cream
2 tbsp. Bourbon
1 tsp. pure vanilla extract

Sweetened whipped cream

Ingredients
For The Bread Pudding

For The Bourbon-Butterscotch Sauce

For serving

Instructions

City of Southport

January 2023 Newsletter
Brioche Bread Pudding

www.countryliving.com/brioche-bread-pudding

Make Bread Pudding: Grease a 9-by-13-inch baking dish with butter. Place bread in
prepared pan. Whisk together milk, cream, eggs, egg yolks, granulated sugar, vanilla,
salt, cinnamon, allspice, and ginger in a bowl; pour over bread. Let rest, pressing bread
down occasionally, 1 hour. 
Preheat oven to 325°F. Bake until golden brown and cooked through, 35 to 40
minutes. (If you like it a bit darker, increase oven to broil and cook until brown, 1 to 2
minutes.) Transfer to a wire rack, and cool 15 to 30 minutes.
Make the sauce: Melt butter in a medium saucepan over medium heat. Add brown
sugar, salt, and 1/3 cup cream, stirring until smooth. Simmer, without stirring, until sugar
melts and the mixture looks like caramel sauce, for 4 to 5 minutes (reduce heat slightly
if it darkens too quickly). Remove from heat and carefully stir in bourbon, vanilla, and
remaining 1/3 cup cream.

We want to hear from you!Did you try it?
If you try one of the recipes featured in the newsletter, post a picture of it and tag us on

your preferred social media platform, or email a photo to us at adail@cityofsouthport.com

https://www.countryliving.com/food-drinks/a34277126/brioche-bread-pudding/
mailto:adail@cityofsouthport.com


The Board approved two sets of Minutes from previous meetings and an ordinance
creating a Capital Project for the Shoreline Stabilization project. 
The Board approved the dedication of Flank Court in Rivermist, not including the cul-
de-sac or the parking area for the clubhouse. 
A request was heard to consider abandoning an alleyway. Mr. Gaines Brown said there
are often trees down after storms. He would like to clear it some but leave it as a
natural area. The process of abandoning an alleyway includes notifying adjacent
property owners and publishing the notice of intent to abandon the area. The Board of
Aldermen requested unanimously to send the request to the Planning Board for review.
If they make a positive recommendation, the Board will consider the request. 
The final plat was approved for an outparcel at Southport Crossing shopping center.
Before the final plat can be recorded, three conditions must be met. The City must
receive the performance bond/guarantee, Brunswick County utilities must approve the
plat, and the plat must contain the certificates as required by the City of Southport’s
Unified Development Ordinance. 
Mayor Hatem was reappointed as the primary delegate for the Cape Fear Council of
Governments. Mayor Pro-tem Mosteller was reappointed as the alternate.
Interim City Manager Bonnie Therrien asked the Board to send her a list of dates they
are unavailable because many workshops are needed in the next month or two.
Alderman Allen reported on the Planning Board and the Planning Board Review
Committees.
Alderman Carroll thanked Randy Jones for his hard work and organization of the 4th of
July Committee. He also reported that the Historic Preservation Commission had its first
meeting. Charles Drew was selected as the Commission Chair. Rick Pukenas was
appointed as the Vice-Chair. 
Alderman Alt reported that MOTSU was no longer interested in purchasing the City’s
property near Sunny Point, but all existing easements and restrictions remain on the
property. 
Alderman Davis reminded the public of the upcoming Forestry Committee and Parks
and Recreation meetings. She also explained that the tree used at the Capital in
Washington D.C. was from the Pisgah National Forest in North Carolina. 
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BOARD OF ALDERMENM E E T I N G  R E C A P
Regular Board Meeting - December 8, 2022
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BOARD OF ALDERMENM E E T I N G  R E C A P
Alderman Lombardi said the Beautification Committee was not planning any clean-ups
or meetings due to the holidays. 
During the closing comments, many Board members expressed thanks for being
included in the Southport Fire Department Award banquet. 
Several Board members agreed that a second Board meeting each month would be
helpful because there are so many active projects.

Next Regular Board Meeting - January 12, 2023
In the Indian Trail Meeting Hall
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UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS 
 

Historic Preservation Commission
1st Wednesday of each month

January 4, 4:00 pm - (ITMH)
 

Forestry Committee
2nd Tuesday of each month

January 10, 5 pm - (ITMH)
 

ABC Board
2nd Wednesday of each month

January 11, 6:30 pm - (ITMH)
 

Board of Aldermen
2nd Thursday of each month

January 12, 6 pm - (ITMH)
 

Planning & Zoning Board
3rd Thursday of each month

January 19, 6 pm - (ITMH)
 

Board of Adjustments
4th Tuesday of each month
January 24, 4:30 pm - (ITMH)

Southport Community Building (SCB)
223 East Bay Street

Indian Trail Meeting Hall (ITMH)
110 West Moore Street

City meetings are open to the public. The City of Southport does not discriminate based on
disability. If you need an auxiliary aid or service or other accommodation to attend or fully
participate in this meeting, please contact the Clerk’s office as far in advance as possible so
that your request can be considered.

JANUARYA T  A  G L A N C E
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