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Adda little bit of body text

July is here and the North Carolina Fourth of July
Festival is paramount and takes precedent as we
celebrate the glory of liberty and freedom that is
proclaimed on this Independence Day. It is a
homecoming for Southport so cherish the memories
from the parade to the fireworks, and the gathering
of family and friends that this holiday in part represents. We remember our
military who protect our freedom as we wear and display the red white
and blue in their honor and to commemorate July 4th, 1776.
July also is the beginning of the new fiscal year for the City of
Southport. We make note of what has been accomplished and the plans
we have for the future. The budget is strategic and prioritized and will
meet the immediate responsibilities as well as future endeavors.
For now, we celebrate - the Garrison on Fort Johnston is adorned with
Red, White, and Blue and I want to thank Director Tom Stanley and the
Public Services Department and the Southport Garden Club for this
patriotic display. We Celebrate Howe Street and Bay Street – both paved
in time for the Fourth of July Festival. I thank Senator Rabon, Rep. Miller,
and NCDOT Division Engineer, Chad Kimes, for their assistance in paving
Howe Street and having this corridor ready for our citizens,
our visitors, and for the wonderful parade on July 4th.
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Continued
We celebrate Southport Native, and the NC Fourth of July Festival Chairman Randy Jones,
and I thank him, the Southport Oak Island Chamber of Commerce, the City of Southport and
all of the employees, for their planning and initiative for this Fourth of July Festival. And we
celebrate National Ice Cream Month, National Grilling Month, and National Hot Dog Month
where it is estimated that Americans consume 7 billion hot dogs a year and in particular, 150
million on July 4th. We commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of President Calvin
Coolidge on this July 4th and we remember the passing of Patriots and Presidents John
Adams and Thomas Jefferson, on July 4th, 1826.
A HAPPY JULY 4TH to All Our Citizens, enjoy the many events including joining the First
Lady and me, at 2:00 pm, July 4th, on the Fort Johnston Lawn, for the recitation of the
Pledge of Allegiance, and May the Blessings of this Country and the Blessings of Southport
embrace you all with Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.
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Meet... Tanya Shannon
Deputy City Clerk
I started working for the City in 2017 as the Deputy
City Clerk and Administrative Assistant.
I was born and raised in Southport, and I am
blessed to be able to work for my hometown. I am
married to Daniel Shannon and have two beautiful
daughters, Kirra and Emily.
Generations of my family have provided services
for the Community. My Great Grandfather worked on
the Railroads, my Grandfather worked for the City’s
Utility Department, and my Father and Uncle on the
Southport Fire Department.
The town I grew up in holds a special meaning to
me. My hometown encompasses the many childhood memories I hold dear – the friends
who shared my childhoods, the neighbors who lived next door, and the town celebrations.
Hometowns are filled with memories. Since I started working for the City, I received my
Certification as an NC Municipal Clerk from the UNC School of Government, and I
participated in the revision of the City’s Unified Development Ordinance. I am proud to
follow my heritage and help serve the Community. My favorite thing in Southport is to sit at
the Waterfront, marvel at all the beauty, and think how lucky I am to live here.
Southport is Home.

June 30th - July 4th
Scan the QR Code or
Click here for a complete
Calendar of Events.
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Beautification Committee
Next Clean-up will be: September 3, 2022
Summer is upon us and what better way to enjoy those salubrious breezes than helping
keep Southport beautiful.
As always, we had a nice turnout of dedicated volunteers. Folks tackled the various
gardens along the waterfront and the monument gardens in front of the Garrison House. The
War of 1812 monument was dressed up just in time for a rededication ceremony by local
members of the National Society United States Daughters of 1812. The Society is a non-profit,
non-political, women’s service organization for descendants of patriots that aided the
American cause during the War of 1812. They were very appreciative of the work by the
Beautification Committee volunteers.
The day wasn’t limited to garden work though. A few months ago,
when the not-so-old jailhouse (not to be confused with its neighbor,
the Old Jailhouse) was being cleaned out and reorganized, a box of
the old Southport storyboards was rediscovered.
These storyboards from the 1980s, which were once located at
important historical spots around the city, were replaced a few
years ago by new storyboards and stored away. One of the
Beautification Committee members reached out to the Historical
Society with the idea of framing these for future possible
fundraising use by the Historical Society. Recognizing the historical
value of these storyboards and knowing that history doesn’t have to
mean a century ago, they enthusiastically agreed, and a new
project was begun.
Volunteers created and stained new frames and then assembled
them with the old storyboards and they are now all ready to be hung
on walls. In fact, one has already been added to the Visitor Center. This is a great example of
volunteers from different Southport groups working together for the betterment of our city.
As we near our Country’s and our Community’s 4th of July Celebration, Beautification
Committee volunteers have joined many other Southport groups in the lowering of the
American Flag at the end of the day. Beautification fills that role during the week of June 19th
through the 25th. This well attended and important ceremony is a small way of saying thank
you and honoring our community and our country. The ceremony begins at 7:30 PM daily at
Waterfront Park throughout the summer.
While the Beautification Committee will continue to be engaged in various projects
throughout the summer, our monthly Saturday morning Southport Beautification events will not
be held in July or August. Keep an eye around the City though as we continue to help keep
Southport Beautiful.
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Are you Ready?
By Chief Charles A. Drew
Nothing you can do will mitigate the strength of a hurricane, but there is plenty you can do
before it hits to get ready. This hurricane preparedness survival guide walks you through the
main ways to prepare for the storm before the warning is given.
Plan Ahead
You need to expect that a hurricane will significantly impact your day-to-day life. School
and work will probably shut down, and the stores will start running out of supplies due to
panic buying and disruptions in the supply chain. If you order anything online, expect major
shipping delays. Accepting reality early will help you better prepare for the hurricane than the
person who remains in denial until the eye of the storm is over their roof.
Do Your Research
It's important to be aware of your surroundings. Know your evacuation zone. Do
you have an evacuation plan? Do you live in a flood zone?
Ask yourself these questions before the storm hits. Every household should have
a family emergency preparedness plan for any natural disaster that strikes,
including hurricanes. Ensure everyone knows what to do and where to go when the crisis
arrives.
Stock Up
After a hurricane, the power can go out for days or weeks. People will also panic and start
buying everything up from the stores, especially toilet paper and food.
It’s smart to stock up on necessities before the storm hits. Don't wait, plan. You'll want to
stock up on the following items:
Sanitary water
Non-perishable food
Flashlights & Batteries
12-volt/Car adapter to charge electronics
First-Aid Kit
Emergency Generators
If you're lucky enough to already own a generator or can get your hands
on one, there are a few things to keep in mind.
They require gas, oil, and power cords to generate and provide
electricity for your refrigerator, lights, sump pumps, and more. Just be
absolutely sure never to run a portable generator inside your home,
garage, or near open windows or doors. The exhaust given off by a gas-powered generator
contains carbon monoxide and can be deadly. So, be very CAUTIOUS.
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Are you Ready?
Continued
Generator Power Cords
Once your generator is running, it’s generating electricity. However, you’ll
need generator power cords to transfer that electricity to the appliances
you wish to power.
Make sure you choose power cords that match the wattage of your
generator. Each cord will list its maximum watts, and it’s better to oversize
the cord than to undersize it. Also make sure that the length of your generator power cords
are sufficient for reaching your appliances from the generator outside, as it’s not
recommended that you connect multiple power cords in a single strand.
Generator Power Cords
First off, it’s important to note that you should have a spare gas on-hand in
case of an extended power outage.
If you run out, you’ll be fighting long lines at the local gas stations, and that’s
assuming that the pumps haven’t already run out of gas. It’s recommended that
you have a 5-gallon can of gasoline for refueling.
Having a plan is paramount during Hurricane season. Don’t wait until the storm is brewing
and headed our way to institute your plan. Prepare early, prepare now. You can always call
our Headquarters for questions, concerns, or help preparing for Hurricane Season, we are
here to serve you. During normal business hours, call 910-457-7915. Thank you and stay safe.
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Southport Plant Pollinator Garden
Focus on Fennel, by Kate Singley
Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), is well known as a hearty
perennial herb. It is also in the carrot family. If you were to
taste fennel, it would taste like licorice/anise flavor.
It has feathery leaves, and later in the season will produce
yellow flowers.
In the Southport native plant pollinator garden
right now, the green fennel and bronze fennel are
full of feathery leaves. Something magical is
happening now – if you look closely, you may see a
caterpillar or two, munching away on those
feathery leaves. The fennel is a host plant for the
Black Swallowtail larva/caterpillar, which will then
become the butterfly.

https://www.facebook.com/cityofsouthportnc
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Southport Plant Pollinator Garden
Summer Scavenger Hunt
1. Name the plant in the garden that does not have any “warts”
OR look like a spider.
2. Name the butterfly that has its own “waystation” in the garden.
3. Can you name the plant that is known for following direction?
4. Find the small tree that is “smoking” – what color is it and can
you name it?
5. Can you find the plant that has a “black eye”? What is the
scientific name?
6. How many birds can enter the birdhouse at one time? Do you
see any birds? Name them.
7. Look for the plants that you see bees or butterflies getting
nectar from. How many can you name?
8. How many butterflies do you see on the peace pole?
9. Find the butterfly chart. Do you see at least one of these
butterflies in the garden?
10. You don’t have a watch or your cell phone. What can you use
to tell the approximate time?
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Hurricane Season:
Be Prepared with Southport
We all know that Hurricanes are a part of coastal living. If you have lived your whole life
on the coast, or have been here for many years, you may feel like a seasoned sailor when it
comes to a storm. However, studies show that storms are forming earlier in the year,
becoming stronger, more dangerous, and longer lasting due to warm waters. (1)
The City of Southport wants to remind you as we are coming into another season,
officially beginning on June 1, 2022, and ending on November 30, 2022, to be prepared.
Here are some helpful tips to allow you to start preparing now before a storm is on its way.
Before a storm
Sign up for SouthportCONNECTED! the notification tool that the City uses to share emergency
alerts with Southport residents. Sign up here: https://cityofsouthport.com/communicationsdepartment/southportconnected/#enroll-now
Build an emergency kit. (Here’s how: https://www.readync.gov/plan-and-prepare/get-kit)
Make a family communication plan. (Here’s how: https://www.readync.gov/plan-andprepare/make-plan)
Know you’re the routes you need to leave your home in the case of evacuation. (See your route,
here: https://www.ncdps.gov/knowyourzone)
Locate your local emergency shelters. (https://www.brunswickcountync.gov/emergency/shelters/)

During a storm
Leave your area if you are told to do so by authorities.
Listen to the radio or television for information.
Determine your water needs, and make sure you have a supply of water for sanitary purposes. Fill
the bathtub and other larger containers with water. (Read more: https://www.ready.gov/water)
Keep food safe during and after an emergency. (Here’s how: https://www.ready.gov/food)

After the Storm
Stay tuned to local radio, television, or NOAA Weather Radio for the latest news.
Stay alert for extra rainfall and flooding even after the storm has ended.
Drive only if needed. Stay away from flooded roads and washed-out bridges.
Keep away from loose or dangling power lines. Report them as quickly as you can to the power
company. (Here’s how https://www.duke-energy.com/safety-and-preparedness/stormsafety/safety-around-power-lines)
If you need to reach your family, use your family communications plan, or contact the American Red
Cross at 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit www.safeandwell.org.
If you cannot return home and need shelter, text SHELTER + your ZIP code to 43362 (4FEMA) to find
the nearest shelter in your area (example: shelter 28461).
Return home only when officials say it is safe.
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SouthportCONNECTED!
Southport CONNECTED! is the notification tool that the City uses to share Community
Updates, event information, Public Notices, and emergency alerts with Southport residents.
You may choose what types of information will be sent to you when you register.
These notifications are sent out via email, text, and phone, based on your preferences at
registration.
If you include your physical address when you sign up, you can receive emergency alerts
from the National Weather Service as well as notifications about things that pertain to your
specific areas such as mosquito sprays or electrical outages.
You’ll receive Southport-specific alerts and updates on both emergency and nonemergency topics that matter to our community, like being notified when there are Public
Services announcements or emergency situations that
specifically impact your home or business location.
Why CONNECT? There are several benefits to
enrolling in the SOUTHPORT CONNECTED!
During a crisis, real-time updates can provide life-saving instructions and information.
Notifications are on the go with you. You can receive important alerts and updates
directly to your cell phone, home phone, text, or email.
You’ll receive Southport-specific alerts and updates on both emergency and nonemergency topics that matter to our community.
You’ll be notified when there are Public Services announcements or emergency
situations that specifically impact your home or business location.
Your personal data is secure in the Onsolve CodeRED system, which is used nationwide by emergency services teams and municipalities.
Do you live Outside of the City of Southport Boundaries?
The CodeRED system that SOUTHPORT CONNECTED! is built on will only allow you to
register directly for this tool if you live within Southport city limits (i.e. you pay taxes to the
City of Southport.) One reason for this is to ensure that everyone is following their local
emergency services alerts that apply specifically to your physical location.
However – if you’d like to sign up to receive Southport Community Updates and other nonemergency information, we’d love to add you to our distribution list!

To sign up, visit:
https://cityofsouthport.com/emergency-information/
#southport-connected
or scan the QR code with your smart phone!
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Southport Forestry Committee
Trees and Storms

It’s July, and that time again – hurricane season. Here in Southport
we were spared a major storm in 2021 which was welcome relief from
the years of major storms we had experienced for several years
previously. It would be nice, but it’s likely that we won’t be lucky again
this year so we should spend a few minutes thinking about our trees, the
role they play when storms do come, and what we can do to prepare prior to the storm’s
arrival.
Any of us that have been here any length of time has seen the evidence of what these
storms can do to our trees – a few do indeed go over but primarily the damage is in the form
of limbs, branches, and other debris that litters our yards post event. It can be scary for sure
during a storm to see these trees battling the winds and some species do better than others
in handling it. Our iconic Live Oaks are made for this and other than some limb drop typically
are just fine. The Laurel and Water Oaks less so, they also drop limbs but these are also the
species that have gone over or suffered significant damage. Pines? The loblolly and longleaf
pines are native to this area and typically do not uproot but can snap or lose limbs as well.
All of that being said, the very few trees that we lose and the debris that comes down are a
result of these trees taking the beating for us – I’m sure most of us would agree that we’d
rather have to pick up tree debris after a storm than portions of our roof or siding. What we
don’t typically see here, unlike other locations that deal with hurricanes, is the horrific
damage to structures. Why is that?
When we look at Southport’s tree canopy for what it is – an urban FOREST, this forest
provides friction to the winds and keeps the worst of them above the level of our rooftops.
Some shingles can be lost, perhaps some siding, but typically there is very little, if any,
widespread structural damage in town. The trees are protecting our homes and while it is a
natural feeling to be scared and want to remove trees that “might fall on my house” – the
reality is that you may very well have more damage to your home if the trees are removed,
thus allowing the winds to hit full force on your home. Trees also protect each other – the
more trees you have the more the winds are diffused.
What can you do to prepare for a storm? If you have trees that are dead or dying in
proximity to your home, then absolutely those should be addressed before the storm arrives.
Some selective pruning prior to the storm season ensures that dead limbs don’t fall or
become projectiles during the storm. For smaller trees, pruning to remove some of the
interior canopy allows air to pass through and reduces the wind or “sail” effect. Recently
planted trees might also benefit from being staked to give them a hand in dealing with
strong winds. A little preparation in the “off season” can alleviate a lot of worry when the
storms do come. I know it’s hard to believe that trees are our friends in the midst of a
hurricane, but if we take care of them, they will continue to take care of us.
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A Glimpse of History:
Historic Hurricanes
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References:
1. https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nc/coastal/Climate/2019/09/11/
are-hurricanes-becoming-more-intense2. https://www.ncpedia.org/hurricanes-part-2-hurricanes
3. http://www.ncgenweb.us/hyde/maps/HURICANE.HTM
4. https://www.weather.gov/ilm/HurricaneHelene
5. https://www.weather.gov/
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In 1769 “Highly detailed reports of a hurricane that hit
North Carolina in September 1769 tell of great destruction
in the region from Smithville (present-day Southport)
through New Bern. During this storm, the Brunswick County
Courthouse was reportedly blown down, and the tide in
New Bern rose 12 feet higher than average.” (2)
In 1842 “Two hurricanes struck coastal North Carolina. There
was damage from Wilmington to Currituck. The second one was
most severe from Portsmouth northward, drowning livestock and
washing away houses. It sank three ships - the Congress at Cape
om Our State
r
f
d
e
l
Ma Hatteras, the Pioneer at Ocracoke, and the Kilgore at Currituck.” (3)
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In 1954 Hurricane Hazel was the deadliest and costliest
hurricane of the 1954 hurricane season and is the strongest
and only Category 4 hurricane to ever hit the North Carolina
coast.
Helene's offshore track is the only factor that spared the area
from catastrophic damage rivaling Hurricane Hazel's landfall.
In 1958 Hurricane Helene was a powerful hurricane that
raked the coast of the Carolinas on September 27, 1958.
Southport's electricity, municipal water supply, and phone lines were
knocked out by the hurricane, and damage estimates in town were
between one-half and three-quarters of a million dollars. (4)
In 1984 “Sep 9-14: Diana came ashore near Southport,
ast of the Cape Fea
ity e
rR
s
and spent most it’s forces before reaching the Pamlico
n
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area and going out to sea.” (3) Diana was the fourth
tropical storm, the first hurricane, and the strongest storm
of the 1984 Hurricane Season.

City of Southport

July 2022 Newsletter

FRANKLIN SQUARE PARK
THURSDAYS, 6-8 P.M.
July 7 - Christina Martinez Band (Americana)
Sponsor: Moore Street Oyster Bar
July 14 - Carolina Line Band (Bluegrass)
Sponsor: Boo and Roo's
July 21 - Parlay (Classic Rock)
Sponsor: Hamilton Realty Group
July 28 - Chance Union (Rock/80s & 70s)
Sponsor: Oliver's on the Cape Fear
August 4 - Charlene & the Charlatans (Bluegrass)
Sponsor: Coastal Cosmetic Family Dentistry
August 11 - A Class Act (Top 40, Beach, Shag)
Sponsor: Coastal Pediatric Dentistry
August 18 - Luna Sea (Rock, Soul)
Sponsor: The Jolliff Team
August 25 - Salty Dawgs (Rock, Pop, Country)
Sponsor: Robert Ruark Inn
Sponsored by the City of Southport Department of Parks and Recreation, with the support of Brunswick County Parks and Recreation,
The City of Southport Department of Tourism and by Downtown Southport, Inc., with the support of local businesses.
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Watermelon Salad with Feta and Cucumber
https://www.dinneratthezoo.com/watermelon-salad/
This watermelon salad is full of sliced cucumbers, crumbled feta cheese and mint, all tossed
in an easy lime dressing. A simple yet unusual summer salad that's sure to get rave reviews.
Watermelon feta salad is one of those flavor combinations that sounds odd, but just works
SO well together. Add some crisp and refreshing cucumbers and mint to the mix, and
you’ve got a fresh and colorful side dish that everyone will love.
For this recipe, you’ll need cubed watermelon, sliced cucumbers, crumbled feta cheese and
mint leaves. A simple lime dressing goes over the top of the salad and everything is tossed
together for a fresh and colorful dish. The sweet watermelon with the salty feta is a flavor
pairing that may sound unconventional, but it truly is amazing.
Prep Time: 10 minutes
Cook Time: 1 minute
Total Time: 11 minutes
Servings: 4
Calories: 168k cal
Author: Sara Welch
Ingredients
3 cups watermelon cubed or balled
1 1/2 cups sliced cucumber seeds removed
2 tablespoons mint thinly sliced
or small mint leaves
1/3 cup feta cheese crumbled
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon lime juice
salt and pepper to taste
Instructions
Place the watermelon, cucumber and mint in a large bowl.
In a small bowl, whisk together the olive oil, lime juice and salt and pepper.
Drizzle the dressing over the melon mixture and toss to coat. Sprinkle with feta and
serve.
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Hurricane Preparedness for Pets
From Animal Protective Services
Prepare
Gather your veterinarian records
Have all Vaccinations up to date
Rabies tags and certificates
Microchip your pets
Written prescriptions for any meds
Copy of recent medical records
Ask about Ways to reduce stress
Make an emergency supply kit
Have carriers/kennels ready with id
Fill out pet information sheet with photos

Prepare
PREPARE&PRACTICE
PLAN &PRACTICE
Stay Informed
Know when to act
Don’t rely on the storm category only
Check professional websites for
helpful tips on what to do in an
emergency.
Ready.gov
cdc.gov
Redcross.org
Aspca.org

Plan
Evacuation plans
HOW ARE YOU GOING TO GET THERE?
Know which shelters accept pets
WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO STAY?
Know which hotels accept pets
WILL THEY TAKE MY PETS?
Have an evacuation buddy
TAG TEAM PET CARE!
Have a backup plan
THINGS HAPPEN!
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JULY

AT A GLANCE
UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Forestry Committee
2nd Tuesday of each month
July 12, 5 pm - (ITMH)

The NC Fourth of July Festival
June 30 - July 4
nc4thofjuly.com/events

Park & Recreation Board
2nd Tuesday of each month
July 12, 6:30 pm - (ITMH)

Free Dinners for the Community
Southport Unity Community
July 3, 11 am - 3 pm, A.C. Caviness Park

ABC Board
2nd Wednesday of each month
July 13, 6:30 pm - (ITMH)

Southport Summer Market
July 6, 13, 20, 27
9 am - 2 pm, Franklin Square Park

Board of Aldermen
2nd Thursday of each month
July 14, 6 pm - (SCB)

Southport Summer Concert Series
July 7, 14, 21, 28
6 pm - 8 pm, Franklin Square Park

Beautification Committee
3rd Monday of each month
July 18, 5 pm - (ITMH)

Flag Lowering Ceremony
Nightly, at 7:30 pm, at the riverfront

Planning & Zoning Board
3rd Thursday of each month
July 21, 6 pm - (SCB)
Board of Adjustments
4th Tuesday of each month
July 26, 4:30 pm - (ITMH)

City meetings are open to the public. The City of Southport does not discriminate based on
disability. If you need an auxiliary aid or service or other accommodation to attend or fully
participate in this meeting, please contact the Clerk’s office as far in advance as possible so
that your request can be considered.
Southport Community Building (SCB)
Indian Trail Meeting Hall (ITMH)
223 East Bay Street
110 West Moore Street

