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Adda little bit of body text

February 2021 compared to February 2022 still is
the month with a heart. Valentine’s Day, American
Heart Month, our hearts endeared in celebrating the
Birth Anniversaries of President Abraham Lincoln on
February 12th and President George Washington on
February 22nd with Presidents’ Day on February 21, the third Monday of
the month, and a heartfelt celebration of Black History Month, honoring the
lives and the legacy of the African American Community in our Country. In
Southport, there will be a virtual celebration on February 25—27 the 10th
annual 3-Day Brunswick County Black History Symposium.
February 10th the monthly Board of Aldermen meeting will include a
Proclamation for Black History Month.
February 17th, the city will hold its second Board of Aldermen Workshop.
The main topic will be our Capital Improvement Plan-CIP- which is a
strategic plan for goals and priorities, costs, and will include information in

Black History

particular on the condition of our infrastructure across the city. There will

Recipes Southport

presentation on mosquito control.
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be a presentation from BEMC concerning the burying of power lines and a

One year ago, vaccines for COVID-19 had only been available for two
months. Now there is no limit to access to this disease-modifying
and lifesaving vaccination.
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The pandemic and its variants continue to overwhelm our health care system. We must all
do our part to remain vigilant and to participate in public health mitigation measures. And it
takes two vaccines and a booster to be fully vaccinated.
One year ago, the Yacht Basin Advisory Committee began their meetings. They have
completed the first part of the process, presented a report to the Board of Aldermen. There
was no consensus as to which plan should be adopted. The city is now working with the
planning department of the Cape Fear Council of Government to offer their consultative
recommendations based on committee and citizen input. I commend the committee for their
service and appreciate the citizens who participated. When the final report is in from the
Council of Government, our community will reconvene for a public hearing to discuss the
recommendations. Public comment from our citizens will continue to be a vital part of that
process.
The city is involved as are all municipalities are, in accessing available infrastructure funds
through the American Rescue Plan Act. This is an ongoing process and has certain
requirements for the use of these available funds.
Remember the Boy Scouts of America this month, founded on February 8, 1910 and support
our local troops. As an Eagle Scout I embrace the Scout Oath, Law, Slogan, and Motto. From
“On my honor I will do my best, to do my duty to God and my country”……to “Be Prepared”,
every day.
And always remember your Valentine. I recommend to shop locally and support our
Southport Business Community. It is important to recognize that it is the private sector that
makes the investments that drive the local economy. The city is responsible for providing the
foundation of services for these businesses to thrive from safety to roads to electricity and
other vital services, whether on Main Street in the downtown district or on Bay Street in the
Yacht Basin. Northrop Mall has recently been sold and the new owner is making renovations
and is keeping the business as an antiques mall. Again the private sector that enhances our
economy. Support the shops and restaurants in our city and as a shopping tip, every February,
Northrop Antiques Mall has a sale for the locals who support them all year long.
So in February, we commemorate and celebrate from Black History Month to Presidents’
Day, to Valentine’s Day, as we plan for our city’s future in five, ten, fifteen, twenty year
increments and beyond as the vision we have described we continue to embark on this
journey together with a heartfelt look at our lives, a heartfelt look and pragmatic look at our
city, and a heartfelt look at the way we conduct our lives and the way we make decisions. We
travel in Southport on a path with heart in the Best Way Forward and I dedicate myself with
an open heart and plan to be with you every step on our journey.
Joseph P. Hatem, MD, MPH, Mayor, City of Southport

City of Southport

February 2022 Newsletter
Happy Valentine's Day!

Meet Amity Foreman
Finance Department
Hello. My name is Amity Foreman. I am the customer service
representative/billing specialist; I’ve been with the City of
Southport for just under 4 months. A typical day for me is riding
my bike to work, processing utility payments, creating new utility
accounts, answering the phones, preparing billing, and informing
customers of possible water leaks. There is never a dull moment
and there is always something to do or someone to assist. The
most surprising thing about my job is the knowledge needed
about every aspect of Southport that is required to answer a
conglomeration of questions.
Since I just relocated to Southport with my fiancée, I learn
something new about this charming city every day. Some of my
favorite things to do around my newfound home are walking my
Corgi, Howdy, down by the waterfront, eating at all the local
restaurants (so many favorites), doing yoga, & exploring all the
beautiful scenery here. On my days off, you can find me & Chris on our Sportsman boat
fishing the Intracoastal Waterway, maybe playing a round of golf or possibly at the local pub.
Southport is HOME, vacation & serendipity!
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City of Southport Water and Sewer Rate Update
Effective with the February 2022 billing, the City of Southport water and sewer rates
will increase. Brunswick County increased its water rates to cover the cost of the reverse
osmosis plant for county customers. The City and County are also working together to
expand the sewer processing plant to accommodate Southport’s sewer demands.
Without the City of Southport increasing the utility rates, the City could not manage all
the increased expenditures. The Rate Committee and Board of Aldermen have worked
together to discuss and calculate potential rates and find a solution that impacts our
residents as little as possible. The increase is structured so that higher usage will result in
higher rates.
For frequently asked questions and details on the new rate structure, please go to
https://cityofsouthport.com/finance-and-utilities/2022-water-sewer-rate-faq

Resources for those who need assistance with
their utility bills:
NCDHHS Low Income Household Water Assistance Program: The
State of North Carolina has been awarded more than $38 million in
federal funding to establish a new water assistance program for
households affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Eligible households
that have had their water services cut off or have received notice that
their water services are in danger of being cut off can apply for
assistance in paying their bill through a new federal program called
the Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP).
Click here for more details.
Neighbors 4 Neighbors: This program, specifically for Southport
residents, was established by the Board of Aldermen to assist citizens
struggling to pay sewer bills. If you need assistance, please contact
Brunswick Family Assistance (BFA) at 910-754-4766 to see if you
qualify. In addition, an Intake Specialist with BFA will be available in
Southport at Trinity United Methodist Church, 209 E Nash St. Please
call BFA for the schedule. For more details call our office at 910-4577900, option 1.
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Southport Forestry Committee
Trees as “Historians”
How often have you looked at one of our large oak trees and
thought “I’ll bet that tree has seen a lot!” Indeed they have, and the
trees record everything they have seen - weather events, climate trends,
and natural disasters. Their “records” are also an important tool for
dating human events, archeological finds, and other artifacts.
This history is stored in the rings of the tree, and the study of tree rings is called
dendrochronology. By looking at the rings on a cross-section of a tree, one can estimate its
age and get a sense of the kinds of things that happened during its lifespan. To determine
the age, start from the center and move outward. The light ring represents growth in the
spring and summer, and the dark ring represents growth in the fall and winter. One light
ring plus one dark ring equals a tree’s growth over a single year. (1)

Within these two

growth periods is stored the information that tells a tree’s stories.
Scientists know that tree rings grow wider in warm or wet years and narrower in dry or
cold years.

During periods of drought, the tree might not grow at all.

year’s growth gives insights into the weather that year.

Looking at a single

Studying the tree rings of a long-

lived tree will tell you about broader climate change. For example, tree rings, corroborated
by other tools of the field of paleoclimatology such as ice core dating, have identified four
warm and cold periods over the past 2,000 years, the most recent being the Little Ice Age
that occurred primarily in the Northern Hemisphere between 1300 and 1860. (2)
Weather events such as hurricanes
and the amount of precipitation they
carry are also recorded in tree rings. A
recent study of the North Carolina
longleaf pine, using the growth recorded
in the dark ring showed that, although
the frequency has not increased
significantly, the maximum amount of
rain contained in hurricanes has been
increasing over the past 300 years. (3)
Charring seen in a ring tells the story
of a forest fire, and a cluster of

A processed cross-section of Longleaf pine shows
the dark bands of the late-season wood. (3)
(Image courtesy of Justin Maxwell)

extremely narrow rings called “frost
rings,” provide evidence of cataclysmic volcanic eruptions, e.g, Santorini (1560 B.C.) and
Krakatau (1883 A.D.). The acidic rain is reflected in the level of acidity in those rings and
multiple years of narrow rings show how long the volcanic ash circulated in the atmosphere
Continued next page.
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blocking the sun and lowering temperatures. (4)
Tree rings can play an important role in the field of
archeology, for example, the recent dating of the Viking
settlement in L’Anse aux Meadows to exactly 1,000 years
ago. The timbers found at the site contained evidence of a
very rare carbon spike that occurred as a result of a solar
storm in 993 A.D. and that was recorded in tree rings
throughout the world. There were 28 rings beyond that ring,
which meant the timbers were cut in 1021 A.D. Similar
techniques have been used to date ancient buildings
throughout the world using tree-ring configurations
of pines from Northern California and old-growth trees from
the Middle East and Asia.

Redbud

Tree rings can also help with dating violins, antique
furniture, and recovered wood. The tree rings in an item are
matched against those in existing databases to look for
overlap. This will not necessarily tell you the exact year that

A microscope image of one
of the wood fragments
examined by the
researchers from L’Anse
aux Meadows. (5)
Credit...Petra Doeve

the item was constructed, but it will tell you the very oldest
date that it might have been since once cut, the last year of growth is locked in. One
resource for matching tree ring patterns is NOAA’s International Tree-Ring Data Bank that
holds crosscut samples of trees from around the world. Other tree-ring repositories include
the Tree Ring Lab at Columbia University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory, the
Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research at the University of Arizona, the Swiss Tree-Ring Lab at
the University of Geneva, and the International Tree-Ring Data Bank managed by the World
Data Service for Paleoclimatology which is available for public searches.
So, yes, our trees have seen a lot and, if we look carefully, we can “hear” their stories.

(1) https://www.willyswilderness.org/post/how-old-is-that-tree-learn-how-to-tell-withsimple-math
(2) https://eos.org/articles/the-little-ice-age-wasnt-global-but-current-climatechange-is
(3) https://www.accuweather.com/en/hurricane/tree-rings-hurricane-rainfall-overcenturies-climate-change/1037097
(4) https://www.nytimes.com/1988/04/12/science/world-history-as-tree-rings-tell-itgains-accuracy.html
(5) https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/20/science/vikings-newfoundland-age.html
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Beautification Committee
Next Clean-up will be: February 5, 2022
On Saturday, January 8th, in the morning, we had a large group of dedicated Southport
Beautification Volunteers helps with various tasks around the downtown area. Weeds were
removed from around the JC Building and the Fire Department Substation on Nash Street.
Plants were trimmed along Waterfront Park and many of the historical storyboards were
cleaned of grime. It was also time to start taking down the Holiday garlands from various
locations. Additionally, graffiti was removed along Bay Street and the trash containers in
Waterfront Park were measured for rain covers. The covers were built and installed by
volunteers in late January.
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Meet... Harley Lemons
Board of Adjustments Chairman
The Southport Board of Adjustments conducts
hearings in a quasi-judicial manner, hearing requests
for variances, special and conditional use permits, and
appeals of staff decisions. Quasi-judicial is much like
court decisions in several ways. People speaking are
sworn in. Decisions are based on factual evidence and
standards and compared to the general law and the
Southport Unified Development Ordinance, UDO.
Actually, the board has very little latitude in deciding
the matters brought before it. The UDO and state of
North Carolina define how we go about our business.
Board members are appointed by the Board of
Aldermen and is made up of seven members, five residents, and two extraterritorial
members, along with an alternate for each. Terms are for three years. Each year the
members of the board elect a chairperson, a vice-chairperson, and an interim chairperson.
Unlike most Southport Boards or Committees, the Board of Adjustments only meets when
we have business before us. Sometimes we meet every month for three or four months and
then not for two, three, or four months. As Chairperson, I conduct the meetings according
to the rules and practices laid before us.
There are no special requirements to serve on the Board of Adjustments. I came to
Southport in 1999, looking for a retirement home. Fifteen months later, we moved into our
new home. During the first couple of years, I attended most of the Aldermen meetings. I
then served three years on Southport’s Planning Board. After taking a few years off, in 2010
I was appointed by the Board of Aldermen to the Board of Adjustment. I served for several
years as Vice-Chairperson and was elected Chairperson in July 2021. I also served on
Southport’s Waterfront Steering committee in 2014 and 2015, receiving a key to the City at
the end.
Growing up in West Virginia, serving five years in the Coast Guard, working for IBM for
31 years, did little to prepare me for the board. Perhaps volunteering and serving in
community organizations such as Christiansburg VA Jaycees, Herndon VA Optimist, and
Southport Lions, did more to prepare me. Married with three adult children and seven
grandchildren, across three states, Florida, Virginia and Massachusetts may have prepared
me even better. Our family brick in front of the Garrison says it all, “Loving Southport Since
1999”. After nearly twenty years two, we are home to stay.
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A Glimpse of History:
Brunswick County Black History Symposium
by Liz Fuller, President, Southport Historical Society

February 25-27th will mark the 10th Annual Brunswick County Black
History Symposium. The three-day event draws several hundred
attendees from Brunswick County and beyond. The programs highlight
the civic contributions of Black citizens to Brunswick County and
celebrates their artistic and cultural contributions.
Eleven years ago, a small group of local citizens noticed that while
there were many programs and exhibits in Southport that celebrated
aspects of the area’s history, there was very little that reflected the
history of the Black community. They decided to put together an
educational program that they called “Smithville Township/Southport
Black History: The Real Story”. One of the notable things about the
event is that from the very beginning, it has been a collaboration
between black and white members of the community. The intent has
always been to provide a welcoming atmosphere that would appeal
to a diverse audience. The focus is on raising awareness of the many
contributions made by the Black community.

Galloway was born into
slavery on a plantation in
Smithville (Southport). He
went on to become a
recruiter and master spy
for the U.S. Army. Later
he served as a North
Carolina State Legislator

At the very first event in 2013, independent scholar and author David Cecelski gave a talk
on his book “The Fire of Freedom: Abraham Galloway and the Slaves Civil War”. Galloway
was born into slavery on a plantation in Smithville. He went on to become a recruiter and
master spy for the U.S. Army. Following the war, he served as a North Carolina state
congressman. In more recent years, storyteller Carolyn Evans has kicked off the weekend
events with portrayals of strong Black women who used their lives to make a difference, such
as Harriet Tubman, Mary Ann Cord, and Stagecoach Mary.
The second day is always devoted to educational programs about Brunswick County's
history. Topics have included education, military history, slavery, reconstruction, segregation,
Gullah Geechee heritage, genealogy, cemetery preservation, visual arts, interpretive dance,
and traditional crafts like sweetgrass basket-weaving.
According to founder Donnie Joyner, “The early years looked very different. We displayed
artifacts such as cast-iron wash pots, plows, WWII maps, field glasses, artworks, and fresh
farm-grown vegetables.” He said that the City of Southport and the Southport Historical
Society have always been very supportive of the program, providing a meeting space,
helping with promotion, and conducting educational programs. In recent years the Brunswick
Arts Council has provided grant funding for the artistic portions of the programs.
The event has always made it a point to give back to the community.

continued next page
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Each year donations are accepted which help fund the weekend’s programs. Any money left
over is given to a local non-profit. Over the years, approximately $10,000 has been donated
to various organizations such as the John N. Smith Cemetery; the NC Maritime Museum at
Southport; area churches damaged by Hurricane Florence: St. Phillips, First Baptist, and Mt
Carmel AME Church; the Southport Oak Island Interchurch Fellowship Food Pantry; and
Browns Chapel AMEZ Church. This year’s event will benefit the New Hope Clinic, a medical
center for low-income individuals.
Covid has caused many events to be canceled. But the Symposium moved online,
enabling it to connect with a broader audience. Former Brunswick County residents called in
from across the U.S. and as far away as Canada. This year, the event will be on Zoom once
again. Carolyn Evans will portray Mamie Mobley, a mother who channeled her grief over the
loss of her son into teaching the next generation. Some of the children of Brunswick County
will recite portions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech. There will be a
presentation about Dr. Willie Evelyn Reaves who was born on a farm in Bolivia and went on
to become one of the first Black, female dental surgeons. There will also be a presentation
on USCT Battery B Re-enactors who served as models for artist Stephen Hayes’ statue
“Boundless” on display at the Cameron Art Museum. The always-popular gospel fest, chaired
by Mrs. Gwen Wearren, will take place online on Sunday.
Everyone is encouraged to attend and support this year’s Brunswick County 3-Day Black
History Symposium. At a time when some communities are attempting to suppress aspects of
their history, Southport can take pride in the fact that it is consistently striving to tell the full
story.
For more information and the zoom link, email info@southporthistoricalsociety.org.

Donnie Joyner is the Founder of the Brunswick County Black History
Symposium (originally Smithville Township/Black History the Real Story)
and has overseen its growth over the past ten years. He serves on the
Trustee Board of Mt. Carmel AME Church, the Southport Planning
Board, and the Brunswick County Training School Reunion Committee.
He is a member of the board of the Southport Historical Society and
the North Carolina Maritime Museum in Southport. He was the Public
Relations Chairman for the Celebrating the Dream Program, a fivecounty program held in June 2014 commentating the 1964 signing of
the Civil Rights Bill.
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Recipes Southport Style
Southern Little Layer Cake (10 Layers)
MOIST AND TENDER SOUTHERN LITTLE LAYER CAKE WITH
TRADITIONAL BOILED CHOCOLATE FROSTING!
https://divascancook.com/southern-little-layer-cake-recipe-10-layers/
Southern Little Layer Cake is a
true old-fashioned creation and
every family usually has their
signature recipe.
Sometimes it has eight layers,
sometime it has ten. It’s even
been known to reach over 20
layers!

Prep Time:40 minutes
Cook Time:20 minutes
Total Time: 1 hour
Servings: 12 people
Author: Divas Can Cook

Ingredients
Cake
2 ½ cups granulated sugar
1 cup butter 2 sticks

Hot Chocolate Frosting (double recipe. See note)

1/2 cup butter-flavored shortening

1 cup unsalted butter 2 sticks

6 eggs room temperature

2 cups granulated sugar

2-3 teaspoons vanilla extract

1 cup brown sugar packed

½ cup all-purpose flour
1 ½ teaspoon baking powder
4

3/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder sifted
12 oz evaporated milk

1/4 teaspoon salt

pinch sea salt.

3 cups whole milk warmed

1 tablespoon vanilla extract

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350 F.
Line 5 (8-inch) round cake pans with parchment paper. (I used 10 disposable pans).
Grease the pans and flour lightly. Set aside.
In a large bowl, cream together sugar, butter and shortening.
continued next page
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Recipes Southport Style
Southern Little Layer Cake (10 Layers)
Instructions continued from previous page.
Add eggs one at a time, mixing well after each egg.
Mix in vanilla extract. Set aside.
In a large bowl sift together flour, salt, and baking powder.
Add dry ingredients into the wet ingredient, alternating with the milk until batter is
combined. Be sure to scrape down the sides of the bowl.
Pour 1 cup of the batter into each prepared pan and spread into an even layer.
Bake for 10-12 minutes until edges are lightly golden and the center of cake is set. Do
not overcook. The cake will continue to cook as it cools.
Once pans are warm to the touch, remove the cake and place it on a cooling rack to
finish cooling.
Repeat with the next five cakes.
While layers are cooling make the frosting (see note about frosting before continuing)
To make the frosting, in a large saucepan melt butter in a deep skillet.
Stir in granulated sugar, brown sugar, cocoa powder, and evaporated milk.
Bring to boil until it reaches about 235 F. on a candy thermometer.
Reduce heat to low and add vanilla extract and salt.
Keep the icing hot while you frost the cakes. Frosting should be the texture of thick
chocolate syrup.
Place the first layer on a cake board on top of a cooling rack. Place a pan on a
baking sheet under the cooling rack to catch the dripping frosting.
Spoon about 1/4 cup of frosting (may need a tad bit more) in between each layer
and spread it over it out. Repeat until all layers have been stacked and frosted.
Next, make up another batch of frosting.
When frosting is done pour it over the top of the cake. This will fill in any gaps and
give the cake a smooth frosted finish.
Let the cake sit until the icing is firm.
Slice and serve!

Notes
FROSTING: I like to cook the frosting in two batches but feel free to double the recipe
and make it in one big batch. While the first batch of frosting is setting up on the cake,
make the second batch. Keep the frosting warm over low heat.
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UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS
Forestry Committee
2nd Tuesday of each month
February 8, 5 p.m. - (ITMH)
Park & Recreation Board
2nd Tuesday of each month
February 8, 6:30 p.m. - (ITMH)
ABC Board
2nd Wednesday of each month
February 9, 6:30 p.m. - (ITMH)
Board of Aldermen
2nd Thursday of each month
February 10, 6 p.m. - (SCB)
Planning & Zoning Board
3rd Thursday of each month
February 17, 6 p.m. - (SCB)
Beautification Committee
3rd Monday of each month
February 21, 5 p.m. - (ITMH)
Zoning Board of Adjustments
4th Tuesday of each month
February 22, 4:30 p.m. - (SCB)
City meetings are open to the public.
The City of Southport does not discriminate based on disability. If you need an auxiliary aid or
service or other accommodation to attend or fully participate in this meeting, please contact
the Clerk’s office as far in advance as possible so that your request can be considered.

Southport Community Building (SCB)

Indian Trail Meeting Hall (ITMH)

223 East Bay Street

110 West Moore Street

