
Mayor’s Update 

This is Dr. Joe Pat Hatem, Mayor of the City of Southport. 

Today I would like to give you a follow up on our infrastructure projects. 

Howe Street Sewer Pipe Replacement Project 

The goal for completion is set for mid-September but we are on target to have Howe Street open to 
traffic by Labor Day Weekend. This will be just in time for the fall season when our citizens and 
surrounding communities venture to Southport as the tourist season wanes. I appreciate the patience 
and cooperation of all our citizens and our businesses through this at times arduous but necessary 
project. I thank all city employees and staff who were involved including our Public Services Department 
and Director Tom Stanley for their efforts in overseeing this project. In the final analysis this is progress 
for our city.  

Town Hall / Workshop – Board of Aldermen 

The meeting was held and topics discussed included traffic, speeding in the city, road conditions, and 
pedestrian safety. From the months of detours, our side streets are in need of repair this will be an 
important part of the next step in our road infrastructure and paving. Our city staff will begin the work 
of processing the information from this meeting and will work with the board in formulating a plan and 
implementation.  

Regionalization of the Waste Water Treatment 

This was a priority in my list of projects for the city. A public hearing was recently held and there were 
no objections or comments from the public on moving forward. The next step that I recommend is a 
resolution to express that at some point, the City of Southport will merge their waste water system with 
Brunswick County, which is the ultimate goal of regionalization and allows for economies of scale as a 
part of the entire county system.  

Paving and Repair of Roads 

Howe Street will be paved and side streets will be repaired and paved as necessary. There will be a 
constant maintenance of this important infrastructure.  

Yacht Basin 

The decision on the pedestrian corridor will be made soon. My recommendation is to continue the one 
way on West Bay Street and Yacht Basin Drive and no left turn at the end of West Moore Street which 
has worked well for the last two summers. I also recommend that the pedestrian corridor continue on 
the water side on Bay Street by Frying Pan Restaurant  and then cross over to the land side in front of 
Flava’s Ice Cream Shop and continue on this side towards Moore Street. Pedestrian Safety and safety in 
general in our city is the ultimate goal.  

Parking 

This is an important issue for the entire city, from the Central Business District to the Yacht Basin and in 
particular, how do we preserve residential parking in the neighborhoods near the Yacht Basin.  I still 



advocate at some point a parking deck with electric trolley service to our downtown business district to 
help alleviate parking and traffic issues.  

Osprey Landing 

To enhance the traffic pattern to this new development and avoid traffic congestion on Robert Ruark 
Drive and in Southport Way neighborhood, I have asked NCDOT to estimate the practicality and cost of 
using the city easement at 1625 N. Howe Street, that is also known as NC Highway 211 to build a road 
access to this development, which would allow for entrance to and exit from Osprey Landing.  

Southport Cemeteries 

The historic preservation of our city is paramount to me as Mayor and we are moving forward with 
cemetery maintenance and preservation—as a line item on our budget 2022—2023. I will be working 
with the City Cemetery Superintendent, city staff, citizens, and civic organizations, in developing a plan 
that will care for these cemeteries for the next one hundred years. 

I will keep you updated on the progress of our infrastructure projects and I also want to wish you all a 
Safe and Happy Labor Day Weekend. 

 

 

 

 


