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A Community Update
from Mayor J.P. Hatem, MD, MPH
The month of March, where salubrious breezes begin
to embrace our fishing village and our city begins the
rites of spring when daffodils emerge, azaleas bloom,
robins and cardinals return, and even under the cloud
of a pandemic, Southport comes out of hibernation and embraces the hope
that “springs eternal.”
It is also budget time for all municipalities and The City of Southport began
that process last month at our workshop. The goals that are set and the projects that need to be accomplished first require a hopeful and positive outlook, a strategic vision and plan, and most importantly, an adequate budget
that reflects the necessary funding for a foundation for success. This will require creative ways to increase revenues from continued grant writing, potential funding for specific projects such as storm water repairs, and ad valorem taxes that will give us the services and infrastructure that are needed
and are requested. We must repair our roads, our sewer project on Howe
Street to replace pipes from 1913, is progressing. We are prioritizing and
planning and will implement plans such as waterfront stabilization
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and erosion control. The Yacht Basin safety issues and overlay district are being addressed. The
Weather Tower will return and the best news of all, the City Dock has full funding and repairs will
begin this month. This has taken years and I am proud of this board, city manager, city staff and
city employees, for their diligence in bringing this project to fruition. There is a “Better Way Forward” and we will continue in this direction where the health of our city, our citizens, the enhancement of the quality of life, the preservation of the human spirit will always be at the top of
my agenda.
I wish you all the Blessings of St. Patrick, this sacred celebration, another sign of spring. I am
hopeful as we continue to receive our immunizations, we continue to protect ourselves and each
other with public health mitigation measures, that our economy, our local
businesses and restaurants will rebound, our tourists will safely return, and
our city will intelligently and carefully prosper as we continue to face the
challenges ahead.
Wear your green for Saint Patrick, support our local businesses, but in a
safe and responsible way, and look out for each other. God Bless the Irish,
God Bless Southport, and May the Luck of the Irish be with us all.

A message from Southport City Manager, Gordon Hargrove
Springtime officially starts on March 20th, but I can already feel it in the
air. To me, spring is a new awakening. Cool crisp breezes blowing off the
river, trees starting to bud, and all creatures large and small stirring
about. Surely, spring is almost here.
As the city moves forward into spring there are many challenges that we
face. Residents, elected officials, and city staff must continue to work together to overcome these challenges. Rest assured that the Mayor,
Board of Aldermen, and city staff will continue to identify and solve these
challenges in a strategic, efficient, and equitable manner. Progress is being made daily on hurricane recovery, the Howe St. sewer project, and the city dock just to mention a few of the projects currently underway. Southport is a resilient city. As spring blooms so
will Southport. I, for one, am excited about the city’s future. If we all work together, we can continue to make Southport one of the best places to live.
“Work hard in silence, let your success make the noise” Frank Ocean
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The City of Southport’s Community Notification System
Staying connected with the community is a priority for the City of Southport.
Our community notification system “SOUTHPORT CONNECTED!” gives residents, businesses, and
visitors 24/7 access to important emergency alerts as well as general community updates.
SOUTHPORT CONNECTED! is built on the Onsolve CodeRED communication system to ensure efficient, secure messaging via phone, email, and text.

Why CONNECT?
There are several benefits to enrolling in the SOUTHPORT CONNECTED! Community Notification
System.

During a crisis, real-time updates can provide life-saving instructions and information.
Notifications are on the go with you. You can receive important alerts and updates directly to your
cell phone, home phone, text, or email.
You’ll receive Southport-specific alerts and updates on both emergency and non-emergency topics
that matter to our community.
You’ll be notified when there are Public Services announcements or emergency situations that
specifically impact your home or business location.
Your personal data is secure in the Onsolve CodeRED system, which is used nation-wide by emergency services teams and municipalities.

Need Help Getting Started?
Watch this “SOUTHPORT CONNECTED!” video for a program overview and step-by-step instructions on how to sign up for the tool. https://youtu.be/zq6y43x4ylU
Download the step-by-step instructions in a printable PDF document here:
SOUTHPORT CONNECT! Enrollment Instructions
If you have questions about the SOUTHPORT CONNECTED! program, please contact us
at connected@southportconnected.com.
For technical help with the application, please contact CodeRED for assistance at 866-939-0911.
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Meet… Lisa Anderson, Tourism and Communications
I started as a part-time employee with the City to create a social media
program in the summer of 2019 – just in time for Dorian. The job has
grown over the past year and I’m now the Assistant Director of
Communications.
When I moved to Southport, I attended the first annual Winterfest Tea.
I was absolutely enchanted and thought that working for the Tourism
department would be my dream job. Little did I realize that a couple of
years later I would actually end up doing exactly that. And it still is my
dream job.
I love what I do because each day is like a box of chocolates – you
never know what you’re going to get. My day will include anything
ranging from producing videos of Mayor Hatem or virtual events, creating graphics, launching social media campaigns, web development and management, live streaming our Board of Aldermen
meetings, and now implementing the new SOUTHPORT CONNECTED! program. Everyone wears
a lot of hats in our department, but that’s what makes it fun.
When I’m not working, I decompress by hanging out with my husband and my dog Whiskey. Being
in nature re-charges me, so at home, you can typically find me communing with the bluebirds and
all of the woodland creatures in our backyard.
Even when things are challenging, I’m grateful that I get to serve the community that I love.
Nothing beats that. Southport is simply a magical place.

Meet... Jackie Smith, Public Services
I started with the City of Southport in May 2019 as an Administration
Specialist for the Department of Public Services. I do a variety of things
throughout the day which can include: payroll tracking for 22 people,
processing invoices throughout the month in a timely manner, monthly
reports of city work orders, and weekly “On Call” notifications for when
problems arise after hours. I have 38 years of experience working with
local governments.
As much as I’d like to say that I am from here, I am not.
My husband accepted a new job in the area in 2017 which brought us to
Southport. We left behind lots of friends, but I have to say, I have gained
so many NEW and lovely friends here. We enjoy the ability to walk to
restaurants, bars & shops; entertaining and traveling—we have kids in
Denver, CO, and Dayton, OH. I also enjoy interior decorating and gardening …. Oh, and being
near water!
Southport is….”my new home.”
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Howe Street Road Construction, Public Services
system has ever taken place. In the early 2000s,
much of the Howe St. sections were slip-lined
using (CIPP) cured-in-place-pipe lining. This
trenchless method of sewer construction
keeps the sewers from having to be dug up
for repair or replacement. During Hurricane
Florence, we discovered that the CIPP lining was
only as good as what it was connected to; manholes and service connections.

Wastewater facilities are out of sight and out
of mind until something bad happens. Imagine
you are having a holiday gathering at your house
where there’s plenty of cooking, eating, and
socializing taking place. Now it’s time to clean
up and wash dishes, and you start to hear
gurgling throughout your house coming from the
drains; there may even be wastewater coming
out of your tub or shower drain. Sure, you can
call a plumber or call the city and have them
come unstop your drains. Simple enough right?
What if this happens throughout your neighborhood or worse the entire city? This is what the
city is trying to avoid.
Southport’s original sewer system (once called
sewerage) according to a set of plans, dates to
1913. This system consists of terra cotta sewer
lines and handmade brick and mortar manholes.
This system is currently in place and active and
spreads across many areas of Southport. The
main transmission line runs through the center
of town down Howe St. from Bay St. to just
north of Stuart Ave.

Due to the heavy and massive rain amounts our
sewer system had numerous failures. If you
drove around town the months following Florence, you saw exactly what was going on. There
were cones, steel plates, and barricades littering
the streets. There were detours around Brown
St. and many nights of repair work.
Soon after we started seeking grants to help
with the cost of doing a major replacement
project that was much needed. We discussed
what are was most important to replace. Out
of the hat came Howe St. Why of all the old
1913 sewer did we pick Howe St? The main
thoroughfare of the city. THAT is exactly the
reason why. After all the failures caused by Hurricane Florence, what would happen if this entire stretch of sewer line critically failed? Remember what was said earlier about your holiday gathering? All connecting streets sewer
lines fall into Howe St.’s sewer. We had to start
with the main transmission line first. Then any
future replacement projects would already have
a new system to adjoin with.

After many months of meetings, phone calls and
information gathering the city received a grant
for partial financing from the Goldenleaf Foundation. Following more than a year of planning
and engineering, we finally were able to put together the project in which we have now. A
No major large-scale replacement of this original complete dig and replacement of all sewer
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Howe Street Road Construction, Public Services
mains and services within the paved surfaces
of Howe St. This project consists of approximately 6200 feet of sewer line, 23 new manholes, and the reconnection of numerous sewer
services. The entirety of this project lies within
the paved section of Howe St.

This project is being installed block by block,
beginning at Bay St., and will move northward
on Howe St. block by block, except for a change
that was made over Christmas to lessen the
impact of the downtown businesses. The project is projected to be completed by mid-June.
There are many contributing factors that this
project depends on. Weather is the largest factor, but we must keep in mind that this pipe has
been in the ground for over a century. There
are many unknowns of what type of obstacles
may be unearthed during the progression of
this project.

road closures, which is why we picked this time
of year for construction. The sidewalks and
businesses will remain open. However, parking
may be limited in certain areas.

Tom Stanley,
Throughout the duration of this project, there
will be multitudes of block by block detours and Asst. Public Services Director
City Of Southport

Southport ABC Board
For the Quarter of October 2020 – December 2020, the Southport ABC Board Distributed the
following amounts to the City of Southport and other entities.
• City Of Southport - $141,125

• City Of Southport Law Enforcement - $6,092
• Alcohol Education/Rehab which goes to the Anchor

Initiative - $8,529
• Fiscal Year to Date (July 2020-Dec 2020) we have

distributed the following to the City and other entities
• City of Southport – $288,255
• City of Southport Law Enforcement - $12,493
• Alcohol Education/Rehab (Anchor Initiative) - $17,490

Our goal is to provide the best service and product choices that we can for the City of Southport,
surrounding areas, and its visitors. Thank you for your support and patronage we look forward to
continuing to serve and provide product to the City of Southport and surrounding areas. If we
don’t have a product that you are looking for please ask and we will do what we can to get it if
available.
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Southport Forestry Committee
Care of young trees
Spring is the time of year
that tempts gardeners to
plant. Once you have
properly planted trees,
there are a few things to
keep in mind in order to provide a long life for
them. It can take trees years to become well
established. That will happen when the root
system is as wide as the canopy (top of the
tree).
Water is the
primary need
for newly planted trees. Trees
use water for
photosynthesis,
transport of
nutrients and
sugar. Choice
of tree size at planting time is determined by
climate and the length of time trees can be
irrigated. For instance, tree size of less than 2
inches caliper needs water daily for 2 weeks,
then every other day for 2 months, then weekly until established. It is thought that smaller
stock trees will establish more quickly with
minimal care. Watering is essential for young
trees when we experience drought-like conditions; remember that even drought-tolerant
species don't become drought tolerant until
they are well established and have an extensive root system.

diameter per week. Try to water more during
the summer and less in the winter.
Checking the soil with your hand is a good way
to check moisture and water needs. Another
way is to check the leaves; if they seem dry
you might need to water them.
Mulching is another way to aid the health of
your trees. It keeps the soil moist and cool
and can provide nutrients as it decomposes. It
can also keep mowers and string trimmers
away from the trunk. It is best for mulch to be
4-6 inches from the trunk and extend to the
edge of the canopy 2 to 4 inches deep.
It is a good idea not to prune trees heavily the
first year. Try to limit that to dead or broken
limbs. It is also a good idea to avoid fertilizing
for the first year.
To sum it up, monitoring your tree for changes
and keeping them watered are the best ways
to keep them healthy for many years. Happy
gardening.
For more information on tree planting and
care, head to our web page! https://
cityofsouthport.com/forestry-committee/
Judy Ferris, Forestry Committee

Remember to keep the root ball moist but not
soaked. Apply water over the root ball and
planting area and not on the trunk. It is best to
use an open-ended hose or watering bag.
Trees over a 2-inch diameter, at chest height,
will need 8-10 gallons of water per inch of
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Southport Beautification Committee
Beautification volunteers from the greater Southport area work on
projects to help keep Southport beautiful.

Become a VOLUNTEER!
Join your neighbors on the first Saturday of each month,
March 6, 2021, for weeding, planting, pruning, painting or
other gardening delights. Let’s beautify our parks, waterfront, and other areas. No need to bring tools, just your
good intentions, and your mask. Meet at the old jail annex
at Nash and Rhett streets at 9 am.
In addition the committee has initiated projects you may
have enjoyed in your travels about town:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Holiday Tree Lighting Festival in Franklin Square Park
Sailboat wreathes lining downtown streets during
December and January
Pollinator Garden at Lowe-White Park on Leonard
Beautification Volunteers at the
Street “A Haven for Bee’s, Butterflies and Birds”
Old Smithfield Burial Grounds, making way
Live Oak patios on Moore Street
for new spring growth.
Stained benches and swings at the waterfront, Keziah
Park on Moore Street, and Caviness Park on Owens Street and repainted visitor signs around
town.
Landscaping at the Roundabout.
Beautification volunteers also partner with local organizations, adding extra hands for their projects:
•

Southport Historical Society – Workday at the
Old Smithville Burying Ground
• City of Southport – Southport Day of Service
Gardening tips for March from the N.C. Cooperative
Extension:
•
•
•
•
•

Prune overgrown shrubs and fruit trees
Prune roses later in March
Fertilize shrubs, shade trees, and vegetable gardens
Transplant trees and shrubs
Plant a tree for Arbor day! It is always the first Friday
after March 15.
If you would like to join forces with Southport’s volunteer army!
Call 301-741-6698 or email blbray@mac.com
Southport City Hall, 1029 N. Howe Street, Southport, NC 28461

(910) 457-7900 www.cityofsouthport.com

City of Southport
March 2021 Newsletter
A Glimpse of History,
Miss Susie Carson
Susie Carson was born May 25, 1920, in Supply, NC. She was the
daughter of Lelia Jane and Craven LeDrew Sellers. When she was two,
her family moved to Southport. Mrs. Carson lived most all her life in
Southport, taking a leadership role in numerous community and
church activities.
In 1976, Susie was one of the founders of the Southport Historical
Society and a staunch supporter whose legacy lives on through her books and columns. During
her presidency of the Historical Society, she obtained the old jail as a headquarters for the Society
and spearheaded the architectural inventory that identified Southport's noteworthy historic
buildings, placing the town on the National Registry
of Historic Places.
Susie Carson’s vast collection of files that capture
Southport’s history “A to Z”, as well as her books,
photos, and lesson plans were donated to the Southport Historical Society. In her honor, the Susie Carson
Research Room (SCRR) was created and contains a
huge portion of the materials she had amassed.
Located in the Garrison House East Wing at Fort Johnston, the SCRR is maintained by the Southport Historical Society. The physical archival collection of files, documents, photos, books, and
artifacts can be found here. A core group of Society members continues to wade through all of
the items, documenting and organizing them in a coherent manner so that these resources will
be available to those who wish to research specific Southport topics. The SCRR room is available
online for the public to use as a research facility at www.southporthistoricalsociety.org.
Researchers can contact info@southporthistoricalsociety.org for more information.
Joshua’s Dream,
Joshua’s Legacy,
Lelia Jane and
Classic Southport
Cooking are
available at:
www.southporthi
storicalsociety.org
/store/
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Recipes Southport Style
Leila Jane Sellers’ Banana Pudding,
Made from Scratch, the Old Southern Way
Susie Carson’s Recipe Files
Susie Sellers Carson provided her mother’s very old, authentic Southern recipe for banana
pudding. Susie adds, “I do not use a double boiler. I mix the milk with flour, sugar and salt and
heat it all slowly to a gentil boil, stirring constantly.” Classic Southport Cooking Recipes and
Reminiscences by Lewis J. Hardee, Jr.
INGREDIENTS
Pudding:
3/4 cup sugar
2 eggs, separated
1/3 cup flour

Pinch salt
2 cups milk, scalded
1 1/2 teaspoon lemon juice or vanilla extract
3 medium bananas
Vanilla Wafers
Meringue: 3 egg whites & 2 tablespoons sugar
DIRECTIONS
Mix sugar, salt and flour. Gradually add this to the scalded milk. Cook 15 minutes in a double
boiler, stirring constantly until thickened, then occasionally. Beat egg yolks a little and stir some
of the hot custard into them, then stir the mixture in the double boiler. Stir and cook 2 minutes.
Add lemon juice. Cool.
Line a casserole with vanilla wafers. Then add alternate layers of bananas, custard and wafers,
ending with custard. Top with a meringue.
The meringue topping
Beat 3 egg whites until stiff, and add 2 tablespoons of sugar. Spread on top of the pudding.
Bake in a slow 325° oven for 15 to 20 minutes.
With permission from the Southport Historical Society
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UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS
Forestry Committee
2nd Tuesday of each month
March 9, 5 p.m. - (ITMH)
Park & Recreation Board
2nd Tuesday of each month
March 9, 6 p.m. - (ITMH)
ABC Board
2nd Wednesday of each month
March 10, 6:30 p.m. - (ITMH)
Board of Aldermen
2nd Thursday of each month
March 11, 6 p.m. - (SCB)
Beautification Committee
3rd Monday of each month
March 15, 5 p.m. - (ITMH)
Planning & Zoning Board
3rd Thursday of each month
March 18, 6 p.m. - (SCB)
Zoning Board of Adjustments
4th Tuesday of each month
March23, 4:30 p.m. - (SCB)
City meetings are open to the public. Seating is limited.
Social distancing and facial coverings are required.
The City of Southport does not discriminate on the basis of disability. If you need an
auxiliary aid or service or other accommodation in order to attend or fully participate
at this meeting, please contact the Clerk’s office as far in advance of the meeting as is
possible so that your request can be considered.
Southport Community Building (SCB)
223 East Bay Street
Indian Trail Meeting Hall (ITMH)
110 West Moore Street
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