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A Community Update
from Mayor J.P. Hatem, MD, MPH
November 5, 2019, the citizens of Southport voted
overwhelmingly for “A Better Way Forward”, a new
type of leadership based on public health principles
and intellectual endeavor, where the voice of the
people would be heard. And it has been heard, from increasing the individual
time allowed for each citizen to speak during public comment at the Board of
Aldermen meeting to the fulfillment of a campaign promise, the regionalization
of our sewer system with Brunswick County instead of the city building their
own waste water treatment plant. I also stated the importance of emergency
preparedness and that was evident from the City of Southport’s readiness
and response to Hurricane Isaias. This readiness and response and personal
interaction with Governor Cooper and Representative Rouzer, led to a Federal
Declaration of Emergency for the State of North Carolina that was signed by
President Trump and Southport will be fully reimbursed for its expenses due
to Hurricane Isaias. What I did not know when I was elected, that the world
and our country would be ravaged by a pandemic, our iconic weather tower
would topple, that our waterfront would be damaged by a hurricane that led
to a debris riddled city, and that by June 11th, I would be working with the
city’s third city manager. I embraced these challenges and I believe that the
citizens understand and appreciate the decisions I and the Board of
Aldermen have made.
Continued on next page.
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Continued from page 1
We have much more work ahead of us, as
we build a foundation for success.
November 3, 2020, Election Day, that will
determine among other offices, who will
serve as our president and our governor for
the next four years. Your vote represents
the glory and freedom of our democracy so
make sure that if you did not participate in
early voting, that you show up at the polls
on Tuesday, November 3rd. For more
information, go to the city website at
www.cityofsouthport.com. Since it is a
presidential election year, I would like to
share with you some historical perspective.
November 2 is the 225th birth anniversary
of the 11th President of the United States
and North Carolina native, James K. Polk.
President Polk, a graduate of the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, served
from March 4, 1845 to March 3, 1849. We
salute President Polk, his life and his legacy
this month.
November 11th is Veterans Day. It is a
day sacred to all Americans. Remember
the veterans who served and are serving
our country. Southport men and women
have served in many wars. We salute all
veterans and in particular Southport native
and World War II veteran, Mr. Ozen “Son”
Carrier.
November 26th noted for several reasons.
The premier of the movie “Casablanca” in
1942. The birth anniversary of “Peanuts”
comic strip creator in 1922, Charles Schultz.
And most importantly, President George
Washington proclaimed November 26, 1789
to be Thanksgiving Day. The next presidential
proclamation for Thanksgiving would be by

President Abraham Lincoln in 1863,
establishing Thanksgiving the last Thursday
of the month in November. The First Lady
and I wish all of our citizens and their families
a Happy Thanksgiving. It will not be the
traditional Thanksgiving gathering or the
traditional Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade,
which we watch every year. It will not be
the same, because of the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Instead, there will be small, safe, gatherings
and a prayerful moment to give thanks for
our bounty of food –turkey, oyster dressing,
and any and all of your favorite dishes, as
well as to give thanks for the blessing of
Southport, our family, our neighbors, and
our friends, near and far.
November 27th,
Friday, Southport
will celebrate
the enchantment
and spirit of
Christmas with
a virtual tree
lighting at
Whittler’s Bench
to usher in the
Holiday Season.
The village will
glow with the
lights of Christmas
and will join the
reflections on the
Cape Fear River of the red and green channel
markers that will enhance the glow of the
distant shore and will a beacon for holiday
cheer for all our citizens. So join us online at
6 p.m. at www.cityofsouthport.com.
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A message from Southport City Manager,
Gordon Hargrove
So now that you know that I am the new city manager you may be curious
as to what role I perform here with the City of Southport. The City Manager
is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the city. In other words, we
get things done. Direction for many of our goals and tasks come from the
policy choices that are voted on and approved by the elected officials. The
city manager serves as a conduit between elected officials and staff to ensure
that policy is being implemented. It’s kind of like this: the city manager drives the car and the
elected officials give me direction on where the city would like to go. It is my responsibility to
make sure the wheels on the car go round and round so that the elected officials policy decisions
are enacted. Now that might sound simple, but I assure you that it isn’t. There are a lot of moving
pieces that a city manager must be in sync with. Time management, relationship building,
and communication are all skills that a good manager must have. In the future, I intend to start a
citizens academy to introduce the residents of Southport to the operations of city government.
The academy will focus on all aspects of the role the City of Southport plays in making Southport
the very best place to live.
“I can give you a six-word formula for success: Think things through-then follow through.”
Edward Rickenbacker

Southport Fire Department
From the Desk of Fire Chief Charles A. Drew:

Hoping you to NEVER have to call 911
The Southport Fire Department stands ready to respond to your emergency
needs. Our department is a full-service department, providing fire suppression,
emergency medical services, hazardous materials responses, and technical rescue
operations. The Southport Fire Department has 9 full time employees and nearly 100 volunteers.
The fire headquarters is staffed 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, with a fire and EMS crew.
However, if we can prevent an emergency from happening, it makes our job much easier. That
is why our slogan is, “PREVENTION THROUGH EDUCATION”. The impact of Fire Prevention is
immeasurable. There are two elements of fire prevention that I would like to cover: EDUCATION
and ENFORCEMENT. These two aspects of prevention can make a difference in life or death.
The first component is EDUCATION. There is an old cliché that says, “An ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure.” Well it’s true! That is why our department takes prevention matters very
seriously. We offer to our citizens an array of programs that teach you how to be fire safe in your
house. I bet you thought the fire department, just responds to calls with lights and sirens? Not at
all, between calls, we are doing prevention education, enforcement, maintenance, cleaning, and
repairs to our equipment and buildings. There is always plenty of work to be done.
Continued next page
Southport City Hall, 1029 N. Howe Street, Southport, NC 28461

(910) 457-7900 www.cityofsouthport.com

City of Southport
November 2020 Newsletter
Southport Fire Department, continued
Here are several ways that we as a department
are in the community, preventing fires from
happening:
EDUCATION - Fire Safety Clown Brigade with
Puppets utilizing skits & songs – Several of our
firefighters dress up like clowns and present a
very interactive program that is themed oriented.
Currently we have 5 different programs that are
offered to elementary school children. These
programs teach the importance of EDITH (Exit
Drills In The Home); What to do if your clothes
catch fire (Stop, Drop, & Roll), Matches & Lighters
are TOOLS not TOYS; and many other fire related is also very active with Community Safety Days,
Parades, Fire Station Tours, and many other
safety tips.
outreach training and programs to the public.
Sesame Street Puppet Program with Sparky
ENFORCEMENT - The final element of Fire Preventhe Fire Dog – This program is theme oriented with
tion that the department is active in is enforcement.
our toddlers and pre-school aged kids in mind. This
We are tasked to enforce the NC State Fire Code. In
program teaches themes like, Hot things Burn, Never
our department we have several state certified fire
Fear a Firefighter in Gear, and we use Elmo, Oscar
inspectors that inspect all commercial properties
the Grouch, and Big Bird to enforce our message.
within the City of Southport. All of our businesses
Remembering When Program – This is a
are checked to make sure exits are free and
fun and exciting program geared toward our senior unobstructed, fire protection systems are in working
order, hazardous materials are in approved areas,
citizen population. With this program we offer
emergency lighting and exit signs are in proper
safety tips on Fire and Fall Prevention. We teach
working order, there is no accumulation of comour seniors to take advantage of their ABILITIES,
bustibles, and your street address numbers are
and plan for an emergency before it occurs.
displayed properly. The department strives to see
FREE SMOKE ALARMS – The department your business is free of all fire code violations.
will install free smoke alarms in your home, if you
In closing, Southport Fire Department is dedicated
are not protected. We also, will come to your
house, and test your existing alarms and change and committed to fire prevention measures
through education and enforcement. Written
your battery. Working smoke alarms save lives.
You can call 910-457-7915 to schedule a crew to words or armloads of codes and regulations do
not prevent tragedy. Tragedies are prevented
come to your home. To date we have installed
through the vigilant duty of firefighters, fire
over 1000 free smoke alarms and provided over
inspectors, and code officials converting words
1000 batteries to residents in our fire district.
into actions. Let’s prevent the 911 call, through a
Fire Prevention Education is all about
community partnership of fire prevention education
and enforcement. Stay Safe, you can count on
YOUR safety and helping you to NEVER have to
dial 911 for an fire emergency. The department YOUR Fire department!
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Meet… Ralph Treadway
My name is Ralph Treadway and I am the full time Battalion Chief of
Operations at the Southport Fire Department. I assist with overseeing the
EMS Division and all the technical and rescue operations as well as fire
suppression endeavors. I have been full time with the City for 2 weeks
but have been a volunteer on the department for the last 25 years. I also
worked part time for the City of Southport for 10 years as an Animal
Control/Code Enforcement Officer. My former employment was with
Duke Progress for 18 years. I am very happy to serve the citizens of the
Southport Fire District in my new role.
My typical day at the fire headquarters begins at 7 am. I oversee the shift changes at 8 am between
our fire and EMS crews. The crews report to me any issues they have encountered with equipment
or apparatus. I supervise the fulltime Captain, three career firefighters, and the part time crews that
sign up for shift coverage. I also assist with training and any fire or EMS operations daily. Basically, I
could be considered as the Fire Chief’s right hand man!
My job as Battalion Chief can be very exciting from day to day. No two days are the same in the Fire
Service. When it comes to calls, we answer everything from a cat stuck in a tree, to a busted water
meter, to a motor vehicle crash with entrapments, to a house on fire, or a patient in cardiac arrest.
On a personal note, I am the father of one daughter Katelyn and she is my pride and joy. She attends
Southport Christian Academy and has recently received her driver’s license. I enjoy many Southport
restaurants, hunting and the outdoors on my time off. I am proud that I was born at Dosher Hospital,
Southport is my home!

Meet... Maureen Moore
My name is Maureen Moore, but most people know me as “Cookie.”
I am currently the Recreation Specialist for the Southport Parks and Recreation
Department. I started part-time as a summer camp counselor in 1997
and went to full time with the City in 2002. Before I was employed by
the City, I was a teacher assistant /bus driver for 1st grade at Bolivia
Elementary School. I have been driving buses for 42 years!
I work with people of all ages, seniors, adults, and children, scheduling
trips, special events, crafts, as well as office work. I still love my job after
23 years in the recreation business!
When I am not working, I love to spend time sitting on the Waterfront. My new favorite place
is the Southport Market. I love spending time with my family and grandchildren. I also like to
crochet and read. I am active in my church, the St James AME Zion Methodist Church here in
Southport.
Southport is where I was born and it will always be “home to me!”
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Southport Parks & Recreation Department
The Southport Parks and Recreation Department was formed
in the late 1970’s with Gary Walker as the first Director of the
Department. Following Gary Walker was Dave Donnelly, Joe
Medlin, and the current Director Heather Hemphill, who began
with the City in 1999. Southport’s Parks and Recreation
Department is a full service department. We offer Children,
Adult, and Senior programming, athletics, arts, and special
events and facilities. We have 3 full time staff plus part-time/
seasonal staff.
Heather Hemphill, Director of Parks and Recreation
Maureen Moore, Program Supervisor
Vickie Potter, Community Building Manager
Our Mission for the Parks and Recreation Department has a twofold statement:
•

To enhance the quality of life of the residents and visitors of the City of Southport through quality
recreational programs for residents of all ages

•

To provide and maintain safe and beautiful parks and facilities for the enjoyment of active and
passive recreational activities.
The Department oversees, schedules, and programs for 12 parks and 5 buildings.

Our parks include: Caviness Park, Franklin Square Park , Keziah Park, Kingsley Park, Lowe/White Park,
Waterfront Park, City Pier, Atlantic Street Park, Bay Street Overlook Deck, City Dock, Ft. Johnston
Garrison Lawn, Riverwalk Boardwalk, and Taylor Field Park which is currently under construction.
Our buildings include: Jaycee Building, Senior Building, City Gym (only public basketball gym in the
county), Community Building, and the Recreation Office Building.
All the above (except for the Garrison Lawn and the Recreation office) can be rented for events.
Southport Parks and Recreation offers the following activities :
Concerts on the lawn
Movies on the lawn
4th of July Children’s Games
Labor Day Crab Derby
Halloween Carnival
Santa’s Workshop
Youth Basketball

Open court basketball
Winter, Spring, Summer camps
Open gym walking
Youth Tennis
Senior Crafts
Senior luncheons
Day trips

Show trips
Capt. Charlie’s
Fishing Tournament
Before/Afterschool program
Toddler Time
Aerobics/yoga/fitness classes
Senior Activities

Programs have been modified to accommodate COVID restrictions. Look for our upcoming Holiday
happenings COVID style. If you have an idea or suggestion for an event or program please give our
department a call (910) 457-7945l. We love new ideas/programs.
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Southport Memorial Bricks
“A lasting gift for the holidays!”
What better way to commemorate a person,
place, or significant event than having a
permanent brick placed in front of Historic
Ft. Johnston? This annual program is open
again for orders through December 31,
2020.
• 4x8 Engraved Brick (3 lines) for $75
• 8x8 Engraved Brick (3 lines) for $125
Orders placed this year will be installed by the Southport Building and Grounds Department
in the spring of 2021.
Order yours today at:
https://www.southporthistoricalsociety.org/programs/southport-memorial-bricks/

Southport Beautification Committee
We give thanks to all our Beautification volunteers for giving
their time, talents, and joyous spirit in helping keep Southport
the town we all love.
Last month, as part of our monthly workday, we planted hardy
perennials that should last through the winter and give us
colorful flowers come spring. The Southport Forestry
Committee held a workshop
at Caviness Park for volunteers,
answering all sorts of
questions on pruning. This
month we will be decorating
for the holidays getting our
Christmas wreaths ready for
installation all around town.
If you haven’t been to our
Pollinator Garden in Lowe
White Park, stop by for a visit and check out the newly created
human sundial. Bring the kids along for a scavenger hunt.
Sheets of items to be found are located in front of the sign.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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Southport Forestry Committee
With November
upon us and having
experienced another
hurricane season here
in Southport, including
the wrath of Isaias, I
thought it appropriate
to take advantage of
this newsletter and talk about trees and
storms.
Any of us that have been here any length of
time has seen the evidence of what these
storms can do to our trees – a few do indeed
go over, but primarily the damage is in the
form of limbs, branches, and other debris that
litters our yards post event. It can be scary for
sure during a storm to see these trees battling
the winds and some do better than others in
handling it. Our Live Oaks are made for this
and that other than some limb drop, these
oaks are typically are just fine. The Laurel and
Water Oaks less so. They also drop limbs but
these are also the species that have gone over
or had significant damage. Pines? Well, pines
typically do not uproot but can snap or lose
limbs as well. All of that being said, the few
trees that we lose and the debris that comes
down are a result of these trees taking the
beating for us. What we don’t typically see
here, unlike other locations that deal

with hurricanes, is the horrific damage to
structures. Why?
When we look at Southport’s tree canopy for
what it is – an urban FOREST, this forest provides
friction to the winds and keeps the worst of
them above the level of our rooftops. Some
shingles can be lost, perhaps some siding, but
typically there is very little, if any, widespread
structural damage in town. The trees are
protecting our homes and while it is a natural
feeling to be scared and want to remove trees
that “might fall on my house” – the reality is
that you may very well have more damage to
your home if the trees are removed, thus
allowing the winds to hit full force on your
home.
What can you do to prepare for a storm?
If you have trees that are dead or dying in
proximity to your home, then absolutely those
should be addressed before the storm arrives.
Some selective pruning prior to the storm
season ensures that dead limbs don’t fall or
become projectiles during the storm. For
smaller trees, pruning to remove some of the
canopy allows air to pass through and reduces
the wind or “sail” effect. Recently planted
trees might also benefit from being staked to
give them a hand in dealing with strong winds.
A little preparation in the “off season” can
alleviate a lot of worry when the storms do
come.

Unified Development Ordinance Update Highlights
This is a friendly reminder that the Unified Development Ordinance Update was adopted and was
rendered effective on September 23, 2020. Staff recommends that citizens review the update at
the attached link https://cityofsouthport.com/unified-development-ordinance/ and contact the
City Planner Thomas Lloyd at 910-457-7961 or tlloyd@cityofsouthport.com with any questions.
City Staff hopes the new UDO is more user friendly and easier to understand for citizens.
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Help Save the Weather Tower!
In February 2020, as storms hammered the North
Carolina coast, an old Southport landmark twisted
in the gale force winds and collapsed. Welcoming
visitors for over 100 years on the Fort Johnston
Garrison lawn, the 1901 US Bureau Coastal Warning
Display Tower, fondly known by locals as “The
Weather Tower” had seen it’s last days.
The Mayor of Southport, J.P. Hatem, immediately
announced the tower would be replaced. “This is
an important restoration project for the City, and
we must salvage our heritage. There will need to
be private funds involved and this process is
already underway.”
The first stage of the replacement of the iconic
Southport Weather Tower has begun with the
removal of the original tower. Parts of the original
tower will be used in the new structure and the
top portion of the tower will be donated to the
N.C. Maritime Museum at Southport which is
fitting for this remnant to remain on the grounds
where it stood for over 100 years.
The next stage will be continued fund raising,
many in Southport have already been so generous,
and we look forward to the completion of the fund
raising efforts.

All are welcomed to contribute to the
“Weather Tower Preservation Fund.” You
can mail your checks to City Hall, 1029 N.
Howe Street, Southport, NC 28461 payable
to the “Weather Tower Preservation Fund.”

The Weather Tower project should be completed
by early 2021.
For a historical perspective of the Southport
Weather Tower: www.southportnc.org/weathertower-preservation-fund/
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A Glimpse of Southport History
“Bringing Home the Bacon: How you got your Groceries in Old Southport”
During the 20th Century there
were a surprising number of
grocery stores scattered around
town for a population of about
fifteen hundred. Northrop’s on
Moore Street was the largest in
town. Howe Street was lined
with various well-stocked
stores. Lancaster’s, Mrs. Hettie
Arthur’s and Joel Moore were
on the east side of Howe Street;
while Carlton Price’s Superette,
Dolly Evans, and Alex Fox’s were
on the west side. Several more
were dispersed throughout the
different neighborhoods.

Susie Carson Research Room,
Southport Historical Society

Dan Harrelson’s operated at the foot of Howe
Street until October 15, 1954, when Hurricane
Hazel demolished the waterfront. Excerpts
from ‘Classic Southport Cooking’ by Lewis J.
Hardee, Jr.
“One of the most interesting stores in the
“Grocery Block” was Fullwood’s. The owner,
Willie Fullwood would make “house calls”
every morning, knocking on back doors and
taking orders for what residents wanted him to
deliver later in the day. The store was so tiny,
that Mr. Fullwood rarely had room to stock
more than one brand of anything. In some
cases, he might stock not only one brand, but
only one item of it! For dozen of years, until
he closed in 1969, Fullwood’s was a Southport
favorite.”
Southport Historical Society
The actual front of Fullwood’s Grocery is now
located in the Fort Johnston/Southport Museum.
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It’s Oyster Season!
“Often called the ‘Napa Valley of oysters’, North
Carolina has a rich history of producing delicious, high
quality oysters through wild catch and oyster farming
(mariculture). Given the importance of oysters to
our state, the Coastal Federation has committed to
work to foster thriving oysters that support vibrant
fisheries and habitat, good water quality and a
strong coastal economy.” To read more, https://
www.nccoast.org/protect-the-coast/oysters/

Recipes Southport Style
Herbed Oyster Stuffing
TOTAL TIME: Prep: 30 min.

Bake: 30 min.

YIELD: 4 servings.

INGREDIENTS
1 celery rib, chopped
1 small onion, chopped
1/4 cup butter, cubed
2 tablespoons minced fresh parsley
1/4 teaspoon poultry seasoning
1/8 teaspoon rubbed sage
1/8 teaspoon pepper
3 cups cubed day-old bread
1 large egg, beaten
2/3 cup chicken broth
1 cup shucked oysters,
drained and coarsely chopped
DIRECTIONS
1. In a small skillet, sauté celery and onion in butter until tender; transfer to a large bowl. Stir in
the parsley, poultry seasoning, sage and pepper. Add bread cubes. Combine the egg, broth and
oysters; add to bread mixture, stirring gently to combine.
2. Transfer to a greased 1-qt. baking dish. Cover and bake at 350° for 20 minutes. Uncover; bake
10-15 minutes longer or until a thermometer reads 160° and stuffing is lightly browned.
https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/oyster-stuffing/
Southport City Hall, 1029 N. Howe Street, Southport, NC 28461

(910) 457-7900 www.cityofsouthport.com

City of Southport
November 2020 Newsletter
UPCOMING
CITY MEETINGS
•

Forestry Committee
2nd Tuesday of each month
November 10, 5 p.m. - (ITMH)
•

Park & Recreation Board
2nd Tuesday of each month
November 10, 6 p.m. - (ITMH)
•

ABC Board
2nd Wednesday of each month
November 11, 6:30 p.m. - (ITMH)
•

Board of Aldermen
2nd Thursday of each month
November 12, 6 p.m. - (SCB)
•

Beautification Committee
3rd Monday of each month
November 15, 5 p.m. - (ITMH)
•

Planning & Zoning Board
3rd Thursday of each month
November 19, 6 p.m. - (SCB)
•

Zoning Board of Adjustments
4th Tuesday of each month
November 24, 4:30 p.m. - (SCB)
City meetings are open to
the public. Social distancing and
facial coverings are required.

“This is Our Town”
November 7
Join your neighbors at 9 a.m. on the first Saturday of November for weeding,
planting, pruning, and other gardening delights. Let’s beautify our parks, waterfront,
and other areas. No need to bring tools, just your good intentions, and your mask.

2020 Upcoming Programs
The City of Southport is committed to keeping our community and visitors safe and slowing the spread of the COVID-19 virus, so we are finding safe new ways to enjoy favorite
seasonal events. This year, the following events will be able to be enjoyed virtually.

11th Annual Southport
Wooden Boat Show
November 7
Can be viewed virtually at:
https://southportwoodenboatshow.com/

Mayor’s Downtown Southport
Tree Lighting Ceremony
November 27, 6 p.m.
From the comfort of your own home!
In the spirit of the holiday season, Mayor Hatem will light the Downtown
Christmas Tree. The difference is, this year, the tree will be lit at Whittler's
Bench and there will be no spectators. As always, ‘Twas the Night before
Christmas will be read and the Trinity United Methodist Church children’s
choir will serenade us with time-honored Christmas carols. Delight in a
Southport Colonial Christmas at Fort Johnston. So, cozy up, have some
popcorn, make a cup of hot chocolate and join us online November 27 , 6 p.m.
at www.cityofsouthport.com to share in the joy of the season.

The City of Southport does not
discriminate on the basis of disability.
If you need an auxiliary aid or
service or other accommodation in
order to attend or fully participate
at this meeting, please contact the
Clerk’s office as far in advance of
the meeting as is possible so that
your request can be considered.
Southport Community Building (SCB)
223 East Bay Street
Indian Trail Meeting Hall (ITMH)
110 West Moore Street

https://www.facebook.com/cityofsouthportnc/
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