
Southport Outdoor Gathering Protocol for the Fort Johnston Garrison Lawn 
 
The City of Southport is following Governor Cooper’s executive order as well as the CDC and NC 
Department of Health and Human Services public health safety guidelines as they pertain to 
events and gatherings.  We are committed to taking the necessary steps to create a safe and 
efficient shopping experience. Please reference NC phase 3 guidelines. 
 
To help minimize the spread of Covid-19, markets and outdoor gatherings will be walk-through 
only. 
 
The following safety protocols include: 

1) Separate one-way entrance and one way exit gates will be clearly marked.  
2) Vendors need to agree and sign the Southport Safe Pledge. (Copy provided) 
3) Vendor booths will be spaced 10 ft. apart. 
4) All foot traffic will move in one direction through the market to allow for proper social 

distancing.  100 people allowed at a time within roped area.   
5) As one group advances to the next table, a new group will be allowed to enter. 
6) Hand--sanitizing stations will be available throughout the market area. Vendors 

are required to use hand-sanitizer before/after each transaction. Customers are 
encouraged to bring their own hand sanitizer. 

7) Guests, Vendors and Volunteer staff are required to wear face masks during hours of 
operation. 

8) Guests are asked to practice social distancing measures of at least six feet between 
individuals and family groups. Children must be accompanied by an adult and remain 
with family groups. 

9) All vendors selling food items or providing samples must have food in individually sealed 
containers. Loose samples are prohibited. 

10) Guests are asked not to touch or examine items for sale, but rather to point out or 
communicate their selections. 

11) Guests are encouraged to check with their favorite vendor via social media platforms 
about pre-ordering and/or online purchasing for pick-up or delivery. 

12) If the Volunteer staff needs to limit the number of guests entering the market, 
customers will be asked to form a line outside the entry gate and wait 6′ feet apart until 
granted entry. 

13) To all vendors, Volunteer staff, and guests, if you are sick, or suspect you are sick, or 
been exposed to someone with covid-19, please stay home. 

14) These protocols have been clearly communicated to all vendors prior to opening day. 
15) Clearly marked signage at the market will alert customers to the above protocols. 

 
Please note: During these gatherings, the Southport Visitor Center at the Ft. Johnston Garrison 
may be open to the public on a limited basis, using the same CDC/NCDHHS safety protocols 
listed above.  The public restrooms will be open during their regularly scheduled times. 
 
We look forward to seeing our vendors, friends, and neighbors once again!  
 
The City of Southport has the right to update these protocols, as necessary. 

https://www.nc.gov/covid-19/staying-ahead-curve/phase-3-faqs
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The Southport Safe Pledge
Times are challenging, but by working together we can all help to  keep our families,
employees, neighbors, and visitors - Southport Safe.

Taking the Southport Safe Pledge means that you are committed to helping stop the
spread of the COVID-19 virus and strengthening our economy by consistently
implementing the following guidelines based on CDC and NC Department of Health and
Human Services safety protocols.

Pledge to practice the Four W's -

WEAR - All staff and customers must wear a face covering. Under Executive Order 147, people

must wear face coverings when when they are or may be within six (6) feet of another person,

unless they state that an exception applies.

o If a customer states that an exception applies, the business has the choice of whether to

make an accommodation by providing curbside service, providing home delivery.

WIPE IT DOWN - Normal routine cleaning with soap and water will decrease how much of the

virus is on surfaces and objects. Disinfection using EPA-approved disinfectants against

COVID-19 external can help reduce the risk.  Frequent disinfection of surfaces and objects

touched by multiple people is important.

WAIT - Limit occupancy to no more than 50 percent of the stated fire capacity or 12 per 1,000

square feet if there is not a fire code number readily available. Mark six (6) feet of spacing in

lines at point of sale and in other high-traffic areas for customers, such as at counters and

near high-demand products. Post the reduced “Emergency Maximum Occupancy” in a

noticeable place.

WASH - Use soap and water to wash your hands frequently. Provide an alcohol-based (at least

60% alcohol) hand sanitizer for staff and customer use.. 

COMPANY NAME:

signature:

DATE:
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