
 

In this issue >>> 

 

• Community Update 

from the Mayor 

• A Message from the  

City Manager 

 

 

 

 

 City of Southport 

October 2020 Newsletter 

There are many issues facing the City of Southport. 
From the COVID-19 Pandemic, Hurricane Isaias, the 
damage to our iconic Weather Tower, the City Dock, 
Waterfront Stabilization Project, Regionalization of the 

Sewer System, controlling growth and development, protecting our Yacht  
Basin and our environment, infrastructure, burying power lines, preventative 
maintenance on buildings and equipment, tourism and economic development, 
to preserving our historic quaint fishing village, just to name a few issues   
referenced in my vision and strategic plan for our city. This newsletter is one 
more opportunity for me as your mayor to keep you informed as to the    
projects that I am working on to enhance the quality of life for our citizens 
and to move our city forward in an accomplished way. It is also an opportunity 
for you to acquaint yourself with our city government, our city employees, 
and the services that are provided to you the citizens. 

In that regard, I have created a “notebook” and have given a copy to the   
City Manager which has a list of projects that I plan for our city to accom-
plish. I may not be Nicholas Sparks—we are both Notre Dame Graduates—
but I assure you that this “notebook” is going to be a best seller and will be 
dedicated to you, the Citizens of Southport. 
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A Community Update from Mayor J.P. Hatem, MD, MPH 
Continued from page 1 

I look forward to working with the City Manager, 
the Board of Aldermen, and all of our city    
employees in accomplishing the goals that 
have been set forth for the betterment of our 
city. You have a voice in your city government 
and it is my goal to make certain that you are 
heard and that your concerns are acknowl-
edged and acted upon. We are here to serve 
you. 

Since this is the October Newsletter, I want to 
wish everyone a Happy Halloween. This one 
will be different. The CDC has recommended 
that there not be door to door “trick or treating” 
this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. That 
does not mean no pumpkins. Safely carve your 
pumpkin and place it on your porch along with 
your Halloween lights and colorful fall decora-
tions. The spirit of the season will be evident in 
the “village of Southport.” 

Debris Collection continues and will be       
completed by the middle of the month. Trees 
with yellow ribbons are scheduled for trimming 
of damaged limbs that could be a hazard if 
they fall causing harm to people or structures. 
There has been twice the amount of debris 
from Hurricane Isaias as compared to Hurricane 
Florence. I appreciate the efforts of the City 
Public Service Department and appreciate the 
patience and efforts of our citizens. 

Mosquito control is a complex and important 
public health issue, not only as a nuisance but 
also as a vector of disease. The citizens and the 
City of Southport will lead the way in terms of 
using environmentally safe mitigation 
measures such as removing standing water, 
removing brush piles and trimming overgrown 
vegetation where mosquitoes find shelter and 
of note, 75% of their life cycle is in water. We 

will do so to rely less on chemicals that have 
inadvertent consequences on other insects 
such as butterflies, dragonflies, and bees that 
are beneficial to our ecosystem. At some point, 
we will discontinue the use of pesticides for 
mosquito control. There is more information 
on this topic in the newsletter and on the City 
of Southport website. 

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. Encourage 
your family members and 
friends to make certain they  
are up to date on their mam-
mogram imaging. We honor all 
Breast Cancer Survivors and I  
will be wearing pink Converse  
All Stars in honor and in 
memory of all those affected 

and I look forward to seeing pink in our city 
and on our citizens. This is personal for me as  
it is for so many in our community. 

Also personal and professional to me is 
Emergency Nurses Week, October 11—17.    
ER nurses all over the world provide the first 
line of care and compassion through their 
knowledge, kindness, and expertise. All nurses 
are angels of service and in particular our ER 
nurses at Dosher Memorial Hospital. 

I will look forward to next month’s newsletter 
and I want to thank all those involved who 
contributed to this first issue. Until then, I will 
see you all on October 8th at the next Board of 
Aldermen meeting, whether in person or on 
the live feed from the Southport Community 
Building. 

Joseph P. Hatem, MD, MPH 

Mayor, City of Southport 

Southport City Hall, 1029 N. Howe Street, Southport, NC  28461 

(910) 457-7900   www.cityofsouthport.com 
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 A message from Southport City Manager,              

Gordon Hargrove 

Greetings everyone! Have you heard the news? Southport has a new city 
manager. My name is Gordon Hargrove and I am excited to serve you, the 
residents of Southport, as your new city manager. I believe good government 
is based on communication, efficiency and effectiveness. As such, I have 
tasked the City’s wonderful Public Information Officer and staff to coordinate 
a monthly newsletter to communicate the business of government to the 

community. I hope you find the newsletter informative and helpful.   

As we move forward my focus will be on creating a culture of excellence in all city departments. 
We will provide customer service with a smile. We will move projects forward to completion. The 
City, with input from our residents will identify problem areas, both immediate and long-term, 
that will position Southport for a sustainable and bright future.  Creating a culture of excellence is 
not easy, but it can be accomplished with consistent leadership. I look forward to working with the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen to accomplish these goals.  

“Everything will be okay in the end, If it’s not okay, it’s not the end” John Lennon   

Southport City Hall, 1029 N. Howe Street, Southport, NC  28461 

(910) 457-7900   www.cityofsouthport.com 

The City of Southport Finance Department is     
under the direction of Melanie Trexler with the 
support of a staff of six friendly faces who daily 
record and track all the city’s monetary business. 

Last year, the Finance Department developed     
a program called Neighbors 4 Neighbors.  We    
collect donations to help Southport citizens in 
need of assistance with their utilities bills.  When 
you join Neighbors 4 Neighbors, your contribution 
will help provide aid for our neighbors that are 
struggling to pay sewer charges in our service   
area.  After hearing from our citizens that the    
increase in the sewer bill has presented a hard-
ship for some residents, the City of Southport 
Board of Aldermen agreed to make a contribution 
to establish a fund and your donation dollars   
will  enable us help as many residents as possible.   
Your monthly contribution could be as little as  
$5 each month (or as much as you would like)   
but every dollar will make a difference.  Now is 
your opportunity to make a difference in the 
lives of your neighbors with your contribution!  

If you need             
assistance, please 
contact Brunswick 
Family Assistance 
(BFA) at 910-754-
4766 ext. 6  to see if 
you qualify. Have 
income and expense 
information  available and the application will  
be completed over the phone.  Once approved, 
residents simply call BFA each month to notify 
them that the assistance is still needed and the 
$20 assistance will be provided again. 

 Or, if you would like to donate to the program to 
help us assist more residents, please click on the 
link below or call us.  You can make a one-time 
donation or a monthly pledge.  Every dollar will 
make a difference!     

To participate or read more on Neighbors 4 
Neighbors: https://southportnc.org/neighbors-4-
neighbors/   

Finance and Utilities 

https://southportnc.org/
https://southportnc.org/neighbors-4-neighbors/
https://southportnc.org/neighbors-4-neighbors/


Animal Protective Services and Code Enforcement 

                Meet… Angie Bates 

 

The mission of Animal Protective Services is    
to promote an environment of responsible  
pet ownership by protecting the safety and 
welfare of Southport’s animals and citizens. 

Animal Protective Services strives to provide 
quality service  and education to all residents 
and visitors while ensuring the humane 
treatment of animals. We strive to foster an 
improved human-animal bond through 
progressive animal welfare initiatives, 
community outreach and humane education 
in a culture of compassion and integrity. 

Did you know that all dogs and cats that reside 
within the city limits of Southport are required 
to be licensed?  

City of Southport pet tags can be purchased 
online via the DocuPet Platform at 
www.southport.docupet.com/en_US/, 
over the phone with a DocuPet customer 
service representative or via a mailed in form.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the additional benefits of a DocuPet 
license is the additional value of the 
HomeSafe™ program which gives your pet a 
unique identifier that can be accessed by any-
one to help get your pet home quickly if they 
become lost.  

Annual pet licenses cost $15.00 for spayed or 
neutered pets, or $25.00 for intact animals. 
Licenses are valid for 365 days after purchase. 
Proceeds from licenses go to fund the APS  
programs such as TNR, pet care and voucher 
programs.  
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 My name is Angie Bates and I have worked for the City  of Southport for 6 
years. I started out as a Billing Technician, moved to the Tax Collector and I 
am currently the Accounts Payable Technician. 

A typical day consist of distributing invoices to City Department heads to be 
approved. I make sure invoices are entered so that they are paid promptly 
and accurately.  At the end of the week checks are processed and mailed out.   

My favorite thing to do in Southport is to walk on the pier with my husband 
and my Rottie Titan... where Titan gets most of the attention! 

On my time off I like spend time with my family. I also like to give back to the community through the 
N.O.T.T.T. Foundation (Nothing Other Than The Truth), that my husband and I founded in 2007. 

Complete this sentence.  “Southport is….home.” I was born and raised here and Southport will always 
be “Home to me.” 

Southport City Hall, 1029 N. Howe Street, Southport, NC  28461 

(910) 457-7900   www.cityofsouthport.com 

https://southport.docupet.com/en_US/
https://southportnc.org/
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Southport Forestry Committee 

Southport City Hall, 1029 N. Howe Street, Southport, NC  28461 

(910) 457-7900   www.cityofsouthport.com 

I’d like to take the opportunity 
in this, Southport’s first 
monthly e-newsletter, to      
introduce the city’s Forestry 
Committee and the work that 
we do.  For those not aware, 

Southport has had a Committee focused on our 
city’s urban forest since December 1998.  The 
Committee is made up of 7 members, appointed 
by the Board of Aldermen, who are tasked with 
the following responsibilities: 

• Protection of existing trees 
• Tree Replenishment 
• Public Education 
• Other functions related to the community’s 

forest environment 
 

The Committee serves as an advisory board to 
the Aldermen, focused on ensuring that South-
port will always have the beautiful trees and 
canopy that we are known for. 

I would recommend that anyone interested in 
the Committee and our work take the time to 
visit our web page at  https://southportnc.org/
forestry-committee/ 

There is a lot of helpful information with regard 
to the care of trees, as well as links to on-line 
courses and resources for those interested in 
learning more about the trees in our landscape. 

We plan on using future editions of this news-
letter to highlight topics of interest as well as 
outlining what we’ve been focused on.  Finally, 
meetings of the Committee are open to the 
public, and are held the second Tuesday of 
each month at 5 PM in the Indian Trail Meeting 
Hall next to the library.   Until next month – 
Help preserve Southport’s natural beauty - take 
care of your trees! 

Scott A. Len 

Chairman 

Meet... Kate Marshall 

My name is Kate Marshall and I have been the Animal Protective         
Services/Code Enforcement Officer for the City of Southport since      
September 2018. I have over 25 years of experience working in the      
animal health, welfare and rescue fields. I moved to North Carolina         
in 2016 and worked as a Veterinary Assistant at River Road Animal      
Hospital and volunteered with Sea Biscuit Wildlife Shelter establishing 
my local community connections. I strive to provide quality service and 
education to both residents and visitors while ensuring the humane 
treatment of all animals. I am the proud mom to “Auggie” a loveable 
mixed breed rescue, and foster mom to “Boomer” an abandoned Pit 
Bull found here in Southport. 

I enjoy walking along the waterfront and watching the birds, boats and activities.  The view com-
ing down Howe Street looking out over the Cape Fear never gets old!  I love relaxing and hanging 
out at the beach, taking Auggie on walks exploring the inter-coastal and watching him play in the 
water. 

Complete this sentence.  “Southport is…. a great pet-friendly community!” 

https://southportnc.org/
https://southportnc.org/forestry-committee/
https://southportnc.org/forestry-committee/
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Southport Beautification Committee 

The Beautification Committee is a volunteer group dedicated to working with the City to help 
with sprucing up public parks, cemeteries, flowerbeds and the overall appearance of the City.  
Some of our projects are:  

• “This is Our Town” volunteers engage in a projects around town 

• Holiday Tree Lighting Festival in Franklin Square Park (Due to COVID-19, this year’s program 
will be done virtually) 

• Sailboat wreathes lining downtown streets during December and January 

• Pollinator Garden at Lowe-White Park on Leonard Street   "A Haven for Bee's, Butterflies and 
Birds" 

• Live Oak patios on Howe Street 

• Stained benches and swings at the waterfront, Keziah Park on Moore Street, and Caviness 
Park on Owens Street and repainted visitor signs around town. 

• Landscaping at the Roundabout. 

• Beautification volunteers also partner with local organizations, adding extra hands for their 
projects: 

• Southport Historical Society – Workday at Old Smithville Burying Ground 

• City of Southport – Southport Day of Service  
 

To help support Beautification projects, Southport Beautification 
Volunteer sweatshirts are hot off the presses, just in time for       
fall and available for the low price of $20.  Be the first in your 
neighborhood to be seen wearing one -- soon they will be in       
evidence on every corner. While you’re at it, join the other          
volunteers on the first Saturday of each month, to weed, plant, 
prune, mulch, decorate, stain, paint and generally help keep  
Southport beautiful. We need as many willing hearts and hands    
as possible. Tools will be provided. Please email Bonnie Bray, 
blbray@mac.com to be added to the Beautification Committee 
email list or to place a sweatshirt order. Thanks! 
 

Visit our City webpage at  https://southportnc.org/beautification-committee/ 

 

https://southportnc.org/
https://southportnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Pollinator-Garden-Brochure-final.pdf
https://southportnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Pollinator-Garden-Brochure-final.pdf
mailto:blbray@mac.com
https://southportnc.org/beautification-committee/
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Mosquito Control Information 
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Weather conditions are a great motivator for 
mosquito behaviors. Mosquitoes do not fly or 
locate potential hosts when wind speeds are 
greater than 10 MPH. Rainfall leads to mosquito 
breeding, because they lay their eggs in standing 
water. Generally, a wet Spring equivalates to   
a busy Summer mosquito season. Most         
mosquitoes are extra active at dusk and dawn. 
Only the female mosquito bites. 

Residents can mitigate mosquito infestation on 
their own by removing anything in their yards 
that may hold water. Also keep dishes under 
flowerpots empty, bird bath water changed 
every few days and keep fresh water in any 
outside pet watering bowls. By doing this, you 
decrease the likelihood of egg laying. Keep 
your grass mowed, shrubs trimmed and keep 
your gutters unclogged. When doing outside 
activities, consider wearing long sleeves and 
using a mosquito repellent such as “OFF”.  

PCT 3+15 ULV is the current product used to 
manage adult mosquito populations in the city 
limits. It is made by ADAPCO and is registered 
through the EPA (United States Environmental 
Protection Agency). Our mosquito spray truck 
is equipped with Smart Flow Technology, 
providing the driver with increased treatment 
flexibility while improving the accuracy of each 
application. 

The best time to do the application is right   
before dark. By doing this we are targeting the 
active mosquitoes. The spray contains less 
than 4% active ingredients and is applied at 
very low levels. ULV (ultra-low volumes)       
machines deliver less than a tablespoon of   
formulation per acre in very small droplets. 
This small amount proposes a very low risk to 
bees, butterflies and other beneficial insects. 
Only very small insects will be affected by the 
dose.  

Southport Spray Zones 

Zone 1 (West side of Howe St.) is from West 9th St.    

to West Bay St. That includes Indigo Plantation & 

Cottage Point. 

Zone 2 (East side of Howe St.) is from East Leonard St.   

to East Bay St. That includes The Hammocks,                     

The Landing, Harbor Oaks, & Turtle Wood. 

Zone 3 (East side of Howe St.) is from Stuart Ave to         

East Leonard St. Includes Park Ave Ext., Highland Park  

Ave and Price’s Creek. 

Zone 4 (West side of Howe St.) is from West 9th St.            

to West 14th St. That includes The Ridge & Cades 

Cove. 

Zone 5 is Rivermist 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
The City of Southport Public Services 
Vector Control, Mosquito 
David Kelly  |  Tel: (910) 457-7935 
dkelly@cityofsouthport.com 

https://southportnc.org/
https://www.myadapco.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/PCT315l.pdf
mailto:dkelly@cityofsouthport.com


                            Southport Style Recipes 

CHEESY SHRIMP PATTIES 

Makes about 12 shrimp patties 
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DIRECTIONS 

In a large bowl add the chopped shrimps, mayo, parsley, egg, salt & pepper, and cheese and mix 

until well combined. 

Mix in the flour and make sure everything is well combined. 

Add the olive oil to a non-stick frying pan and heat up on medium heat. Form small patties using 

the shrimp mixture and place in your pan. 

Space them out evenly and cook for about 3-5 minutes on each side. Serve hot! 

INGREDIENTS 
1 1/2 cups of cut large raw shrimp peeled and 
deveined 
One egg 
1 1/2 cup of shredded mozzarella cheese 
1/4 cup mayonnaise 
Two tablespoons of finely chopped parsley 
1/2 teaspoon of salt for taste (optional) 
Black pepper for taste (optional) 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
Three tablespoons of olive oil 

https://www.ladymarielle.com/shrimp-patties/ 

A Glimpse of Southport History             

Don’t Eat Bait  

“At the turn of the 20th century, most folks in Southport, held 
the tradition that shrimp were only good for bait and, therefore, 
unfit to eat.  That opinion changed a bit in the 1920’s when it 
was learned that some customers in the north would consume 
all the shrimp that Southport could supply.  By the late twenties, 
Southport became a major shrimping port.  As many as 75 trawlers 
brought their catch into Southport for packing and shipping to 
the north.  The industry peaked in 1945 with an output of over 
three million pounds.”  Southport Historical Society 

Today, there remains one shrimp boat in Southport, The Cape 
Point. 

Photo by Al Biasotti 

https://southportnc.org/
https://www.ladymarielle.com/shrimp-patties/?fbclid=IwAR286DuFkD5RSBFTAcMddJFt1V1wRhbErshH5yKPkUPG6mtTfFjnv4pvRrU
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2020 Upcoming Virtual Programs 
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“This is Our Town” 
October 3  

Join your neighbors on the first Saturday of October for weeding, planting, prun-
ing, and other gardening delights. Let’s beautify our parks, waterfront, and other 
areas.  No need to bring tools, just your good intentions, and your mask. Meet at 
the old jail annex at Nash and Rhett streets at 9 am.  Please call 612.202.8541 for 
more information. 

 

Mackerel Tournament 
October 1 - October 3 

A big change for the normally spectator friendly event is that there will be NO 
SPECTATORS at the tournament headquarters. PointClickFish.com will stream 
weigh-ins at the scales LIVE from the tournament on Friday from 2pm-5pm and 
Saturday from 2pm-4pm. You can pick up the link to the live feed at 
www.usopenkmtlive.com/ .  Watch the streaming Live video at 
www.usopenkmt.com/ 
 

The City of Southport Fire Department, Serving up Safety for                     
Fire Prevention Week  

October 4-10 
The City of Southport Fire Department is getting “fired up” for Fire Prevention 
Week 2020. Coming to a Kitchen Near You..... stay tuned. Sparky is headed your 
way!  Watch helpful hints on how to stay safe in the kitchen. 
at  www.southportnc.org/fire-prevention-week-2020/   

 

Cape Fear Cruiser Classic Cars ‘n Rock ‘n Roll Car and Truck Show 
October 24-25 

Cape Fear Cruisers will be presenting a number of classic cars and trucks via social 
media with some awesome Rock ‘n Roll music to listen to, as you enjoy the show. 
You will be able to view the show at www.facebook.com/CFearCruisers/ 
 

Sydney’s Howl-o-ween Bowser Bash - Virtual Costume Party!  
October 31 

Email photos of your pet in costume to kmarshall@cityofsouthport.com.  Photos 
need to be submitted between October 1st -  23rd.  Please include owner’s name, 
pet’s name, and the costume title. A parade of all photos will be displayed on City 
of Southport Facebook page www.facebook.com/cityofsouthportnc/ and the City 
of Southport website  www.southportnc.org/sydneys-howl-o-ween-bowser-bash/       

beginning on Halloween October 31st. 

Explore the Southport Virtual 
Merchant Showcase! 

https://southportnc.org/
southport-virtual-merchant-

showcase/  

UPCOMING       

CITY MEETINGS  

• Board of Aldermen 
2nd Thursday of each month 
October 8, 6 p.m. - (SCB) 
 

• Forestry Committee 
2nd Tuesday of each month 
October 13, 5 p.m. - (ITMH) 
 

• Park & Recreation Board 
2nd Tuesday of each month 
October 13, 6 p.m. - (ITMH) 
 

• ABC Board 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
October 14, 6:30 p.m. - (ITMH) 
 

• Planning & Zoning Board 
3rd Thursday of each month 
October 15, 6 p.m. - (SCB) 
 

• Beautification Committee 
3rd Monday of each month 
October 19, 5 p.m. - (ITMH) 
 

• Zoning Board of Adjustments 
4th Tuesday of each month 
October 27, 4:30 p.m. - (SCB) 
 

City meetings are open to             
the public.  Social distancing and 

facial coverings are required. 
 

The City of Southport does not      
discriminate on the basis of disability. 

If you need an auxiliary aid or        
service or other accommodation in 
order to attend or fully participate   
at this meeting, please contact the 
Clerk’s office as far in advance of    
the meeting as is possible so that 
your request can be considered. 

 

Southport Community Building (SCB) 
223 East Bay Street 

 

Indian Trail Meeting Hall (ITMH) 
110 West Moore Street 

https://southportnc.org/
http://www.usopenkmtlive.com/
https://www.usopenkmt.com/
https://southportnc.org/?page_id=26523&preview=true
https://www.facebook.com/CFearCruisers/
mailto:kmarshall@cityofsouthport.com
http://www.facebook.com/cityofsouthportnc/
https://southportnc.org/?page_id=26526&preview=true
Now%20LIVE%20-%20Explore%20the%20Southport%20Virtual%20Merchant%20Showcase!%20https:/southportnc.org/southport-virtual-merchant-showcase/
Now%20LIVE%20-%20Explore%20the%20Southport%20Virtual%20Merchant%20Showcase!%20https:/southportnc.org/southport-virtual-merchant-showcase/
Now%20LIVE%20-%20Explore%20the%20Southport%20Virtual%20Merchant%20Showcase!%20https:/southportnc.org/southport-virtual-merchant-showcase/

